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5th International Conference on “Human,
God and the Universe”

its methods,
theories and
the obstacles
it has faced
for reaching
the truth

A two-day conference on “Human, God and the
Universe” was held by Iran’s Scientific Association of
Philosophy of Religion, the Centre for International
Religious Studies and the Faculty of World Studies on
24th and 25th January 2017.
This conference was held aiming to present new
studies and research conducted in the field of Philosophy of religion; to promote philosophical dialogue between the researchers in this filed. Papers accepted at
the conference were on the following topics:
The attributes of God,
The relationship between human and God,
The relationship between God and the universe,
The role of humanity in the universe,
Utopia
The order and purpose of the universe
Miracles and the laws of nature
God and the theory of evolution
Religion and the environment
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Religion and Genetics
And more
Professor Ameil, the Dean of the faculty opened the
conference on Tuesday, stating the importance of contemporary philosophy of religion and the relation between human, God and the universe as the core stepping
stones of other fields of philosophy and other sciences.
Professor Ameli, also touched on metaphilosophy or
philosophy of philosophy and its role during the past 70
years being the study of philosophy itself, its methods,
theories and the obstacles it has faced for reaching the
truth.
Speakers at the two-day conference included many
students and scholars from across the globe such as Dr
Hamidrez Ayatollahi (headof the scientific association
of philosophy of religion in Iran), Dr Mohammad Saeedi Mehr, Leaonart Oskov, Hajj Muhammad Legenhausen, Andrea Agutti, Abdollah Gallehdari, Seyyed Nasrollah Mousavian and Farhat Youni.
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38th Anniversary of the Islamic
Revolution at FWS

3

Today, FWS marked the 38th anniversary of the Islamic Revolution of Iran with
a big cake!
The celebration was hosted by the Dean
of the Faculty, Dr. Saied Reza Ameli. He
was joined by UT’s Deputy of International
Affairs, Dr Mohammad Bagher Ghahramani
who congratulated the auspicious occasion in
a brief speech noting how the revolution has
provided a peaceful environment for Muslims and has made them more confident.
The event ended with a celebration of
FWS’s outstanding staff during the past semester both in the work place and winners of a
sports tournament held earlier this week.
Homeira Pour Heidar, Shirekhoda Asgari, Noushin Asgrai were the outstanding
members of FWS staff for this quarter.

The Israeli-US Lobby in the US
Allison Weyer, a leading journalist and activist
attended a lecture at FWS on 28th February 2017 to
discuss the “Israeli-US Lobby” in the US.
At the beginning of her lecture, Allison Weyer explained how she came across the issue of Israel-Palestine conflict and her first trip to Palestine. She found
that most of the news coming from the region was from
an Israeli perspective and it did not reflect the reality.
She established “If Americans Knew” upon returning home to promote the truth about the Israel-Palestine conflict in America.
Allison Weyer showed the formation of the Israeli
lobby in the US and how they attracted support by donating huge sums of
money to different political parties.
She believes the main reason behind
the strength of the Israeli lobby in the
US to be the public’s ignorance about
the fact of the Israel-Palestine conflict.
She also pointed to the Lobby’s
influence on the US involvement in
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the WWI conflict and their collusion in the Balfour
Declaration.
Allison Weyer also spoke about her latest publication and the Lobby’s attempts in re-drawing the
map of the region by raging war in the region between
Arab countries and Muslims in general.
Allison Weyer expressed hope in fighting the Israeli-US Lobby and insisted that was the only way
for resolving the Israel-Palestine conflict and bringing
peace to the region.
The session ended in an extensive question and
answer session between the panel and the audience.
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Re-reading the dual spacization paradigm
and the future of culture in the world

Culture is an important issue according to Ameli and to
control or guide it by focusing on the dual spacization
paradigm and wield it towards local social norms is the
solution to harness the threats of un-controlled freedoms
of cyberspace and social networks

The 9th lecture from the UNESCO chair lecture series took place at the Faculty of World Sciences on 3rd
January 2017.
Dual Spacization makes up a total of 64 papers and
books published by Dr SaiedReza Ameli’s work in
this field. This lecture on “Re-reading The Dual Spacization Paradigm and The Future of Culture in The
World” was presented by Dr Shah Qasemi who gave
a brief introduction about the topic before the lecture.
Dr Ameli began his lecture by giving a brief history about his research in the field of dual-spaces and
its progress during the past years. He added many research topics including MA and PhD researches are
F a c u l t y
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now focusing on dual spacization and are paving the
way for new horizons in this paradigm.
Ameli believes Dual Spacization is a phenomenon
which falls under the logic of repetition, by which all
the elements of wind, air, water and forests and even
other planets will be connected to computer devices
and the universe will be far more computerized than
it is today.
Culture is an important issue according to Ameli and to control or guide it by focusing on the dual
spacization paradigm and wield it towards local social
norms is the solution to harness the threats of un-controlled freedoms of cyberspace and social networks.
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“Cyberspace Policy Studies”:
1st Edition Published
The first edition of the periodic journal on cyberspace policies
is published in English January 2017.
The journal of “Cyberspace Policy Studies” is a scientific-research based journal which focuses on macro-policy making on
issues related to cyberspace, culture and cyberspace and internet
knowledge amongst other related topics.
In the first issue you can find articles on dual-spacization, the
emergence of new cultural issues, the dark side of cyberspace,
virtual community and democracy, consequences of universal
in-equality on online media, online media and politics and more.
You can find the full list of the articles on https://jcpolicy.ut.ac.ir
The second edition of the journal will be published in Summer
2017. For information on submissions for the new edition contact
jcpolicy@ut.ac.ir

Webinar: Introducing Jean Monnet to FWS

The online seminar (webinar) on “Introducing
Jean Monnet Program” was held on Monday, 29th
January 2017 at the Faculty of World Studies.
This webinar was a joint effort between the International Deputy of the Science and Technology Ministry and the EU Education and Culture Commission.
The EU commission’s head of research, who joined the
webinar via video conference from Brussels, explained
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the Jean Monnet Program in details and explained the
approach of the program in unifying Europe and the
educational and research aspects of the program encouraging Iran to join calling Iran one of EU’s strategic
partners in the field research and education.
The webinar ended with and Q and A session with
the audience, amongst which 47 lecturers from across
Iran attended.
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Published Books
Iran’s Tangible Cultural
Heritage in East Africa
“Iran’s Tangible Cultural Heritage in East Africa”, a
book written by Dr. Amir Bahram Arab Ahmadi, Head of the
Sub-Saharan African Studies
Department, Faculty of World
Studies, was published.
The book focuses on the
countries such as Tanzania (Autonomous Republic of Zanzibar), Kenya, the Comoros
and Somalia and is historically concerned with a period
of approximately nine hundred years from the Buyid
dynasty to the Qajar dynasty. Through text, photos, and
maps, this study for the first time discusses by detail the
Iranian historical monuments and buildings in East and
Southeast Africa’s coast and islands including mosque,
palace, mansion and tomb which were established in
different historical periods. Introducing precious Iranian monuments, particularly those registered in UNESCO's World Heritage List like Great Mosque of Kilwa,
Little Mosque of Kilwa, Sungu Minara and Palace of
Husuni Kubwa has increased the book’s significance.
In addition to the explanation of the monuments
built by Iranians in different regions of East and Southeast Africa like Mombasa, Zanzibar Island, Pemba Island, Tumbatu Island, Mafia Island, Mogadishu, Lamu,
Malindi, Bagamoyo, Anjouan, Tanga, etc., the author
examines the gradual expansion of Iranian culture and
civilization in the coast and islands of East Africa.
The book was published by the Research Institute of
Culture, Art and Communication affiliated to the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance.
Shirazi-born Iranians’ Position in the Development of the Civilization and
Culture of East Africa
“Shirazi-born Iranians’ Position in the Development of the
Civilization and Culture of East
Africa”, a book written by Dr.
Amir Bahram Arab Ahmadi,
Head of the Sub-Saharan African Studies Department, was
published. The book contains
original and absolutely firstF a c u l t y
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hand information about the exodus of
Iranians from Shiraz to East African
coast and islands during Buyid dynasty.
The book is mainly focused on the reasons of Iranians’ historic migration who,
despite limited facilities of the time, endured the difficulties of travel to the coast and islands of East (and
parts of South-East) Africa. Thus this region is deeply
influenced by the cultural and civilizational characteristics of Iran. Furthermore, the book explains the bureaucratic and official structure and foundations of these
immigrant Iranians who founded a so-called Shirazi
empire in the form of independent cities locat ed in the
coastal areas and islands of Southern Somalia to Northern Mozambique.
Other important issues discussed in the book include
the deep and influential role of Shirazi-born Iranians
in the promotion and establishment of the symbols of
ancient Islamic-Iranian culture like expansion of Islam,
Persian language and literature, Nowruz festival, Solar
Hijri calendar, Iranian architecture, Iranian coinage, establishment of governmental institutions and considerable growth of commercial transactions among natives.
Cultural and civilizational expressions survived
from the era of the Iranians dominance, which in the
long run, led to the dramatic changes in the structure
of culture and society of the East and parts of SouthEast Africa so that today, although more than 500 years
have passed since the decline of Shirazi Empire in East
Africa, its nostalgic effects still can be seen. Moreover,
the natives of these coasts and islands try to preserve the
socio-cultural heritage of Iranians.
Shirazi-born Iranians’ Position in the Development
of the Civilization and Culture of East Africa was published by Negarkhaneh Isfahan Publication upon the
recommendation of Jahrom University.
An Analysis of the University Professors’ Admission Procedure in Several Developed Countries
“An Analysis of the University Professors’ Admission
Procedure in Several Developed Countries”, a joint work
of Dr. Amir Bahram Arab Ahmadi, Head of the Sub-Saharan African Studies Department and Dr. Mohammad
R. Rezvantalab, Head of the Center for International Religious Studies, was published.
In most countries of the world including Western and
Eastern developed countries, universities are considered

S t u d i e s

U n i v e r s i t y

o f

T e h r a n

Wi n t e r 2 0 1 6

Research News

World Studies Newsletter

7

MoU signed between Institute of Mediterranean Studies, Busan University
of Foreign Studies and Faculty of World Studies, University of Tehran
A science and research memorandum of understanding was
signed between Institute of Mediterranean Studies at Busan University of Foreign Studies and Faculty of World Studies of University of Tehran on Monday, February 13, by Dr. Saeid Reza Ameli,
Dean of the Faculty, and Professor Yong-Soo Yun, director of IMS.
instrumental in realization of political, social
and cultural objectives
and consequently they
can impose constraints
for admitting new
members. Thus, the
information offered
by this book results
from the analysis of
university professors’
admission procedure and the examination of
their general requirements and academic qualifications in countries such as the United States
of America, United Kingdom, France, Canada,
Russia, Germany, Japan, Norway, Denmark,
Australia and South Africa.
The book focuses on the procedure of admission and employment of university professors by those universities and colleges that
hold the highest international ranking. While
a brief examination of the higher education
system of these countries is offered, the book
discusses the indexes and standards of university members’ admission in the countries
according to the educational regulations. The
main concern of this research is the attitudes
and strategic policies of the leading executives of the higher education system of the
investigated countries during admission and
employment of accepted university members. Finally, the authors attempt to depict the
situation in a desirable manner.
The book was published by the Institute
for Humanities and Cultural Studies affiliated to the Ministry of Science, Research and
Technology of the Islamic Republic of Iran.
F a c u l t y
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Published Articles
Dr. Hasan Ahmadian; Assistant Professor of
the West Asian and North African Studies Department; Journal of International Relations;
Evolution of Saudi Arabia’s Regional Policy,
made by King Salman
Dr. Hamideh Molaei Farsangi; Assistant Professor of the East and Southeast Asian Studies Department; Journal of Cyberspace Policy
Studies; Social Media and Politics: Examining
Indonesians’ Political Knowledge on Facebook
Dr. Jahangir Karami; Associate Professor
of the Russia, the Caucasus and Central Asian
Studies Department; Journal of Central Asia
and Caucasus Studies; Russia’s Foreign Policy
and Iran’s Nuclear Program
Dr. Mohammad Soltani Nejad; Assistant Professor of the East and Southeast Asian Studies
Department; India Quarterly: A Journal of International Affairs; Iran–India Relations: The
Unfulfilled Strategic Partnership
Dr. Mohammad Soltani Nejad; Assistant Professor of the East and Southeast Asian Studies Department;
International Journal of Asia Pacific Studies; Iran and Southeast Asia: An Analysis of Iran’s Policy of “Look to the East”
Dr. Mohammad Soltani Nejad; Assistant Professor of the
East and Southeast Asian Studies Department; Strategic Studies Quarterly; The Causes and Motivations of the Russian
Military Operation in Syria
Published Conference Papers:
Dr. Hamideh Molaei Farsangi; Assistant Professor of the
East and Southeast Asian Studies Department; International Conference on “Civilization and cultural heritage of Iran
and the Malay world; A cultural Discourse”; Us and us? The
representation of Iran in Malaysian popular news media and
vice versa through an intercultural approach
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Prof. Stefan Piasecki
Dr. habil. Stefan Piasecki is a professor of social work and media
education at the YMCA University in Kassel, Germany. He obtained
his PhD from the University of Duisburg-Essen, Germany in 2008 and
habilitated at the university of Kassel, Germany in 2015. He has been
widely published on social media, media-based manipulation mechanisms, extremism, political and religious topics, etc. In 2016, Dr. Piasecki visited Iran where he worked as a lecturer and workshop instructor
at the Faculty of World Studies, University of Tehran. In an exclusive
interview with Dr. Piasecki, we have asked him on his take on modern
communication media, the theory of nudging, cinema and more:
Q: In a lecture on “Computer Games and Terror”, you explained that computer games are not
merely a medium of entertainment and they can be
means of ideological influence, particularly for the
promotion of extremism. Would you please elaborate on that?
Unlike movies or books computer games have a
deeper effect on the consciousness and subconsciousness of the players. One can leave a movie and it will
simply go on. Books and games reveal their power
in the course of the interaction. Books can tremendously influence readers. In times of revolution books
are often the first things to be removed from public
libraries or shops if they aren´t burnt already. Think
of the 1930s in Germany or Pol Pot’s communist terror regime in Cambodia in the 1970s - books of the
Buddhist canon, cultural books, political books - almost everything of national importance was burnt or
destroyed. But the interactivity of books is limited.
Games, on the other hand, can be filled with almost
any content. But games solely work on the input of
the player. Even though players feel free in what they
want to do in a game they always have to obey the
game’s structure and set of rules. By doing this, they
interact with the technical framework and subsequently the story or game unfolds. The emotional effect of
F a c u l t y
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a player delving into the virtual world and acting there
as a virtual entity is called “immersion” and depending
on the plausibility of the storyline and the graphical
environment this immersion can lead to serious escapist movements. Now, extremists can use just that: they
can count on players becoming part of the game world
and then add doses of their own content and messages.
There have been games in the past of various extremist
sources that tried to achieve this, with different results
- but always gaining a large degree of public attention.
As we know, propaganda is one of the most important
aspects in political / military struggles.
What my presentations was about is the possibility
not only to use games for the means of propaganda,
but also to use them to actually help prepare terror attacks. Due to the many good simulation games which
can be modded / modified to recreate a certain area or
battlefield, games can be used to practice communication, movements, find out about the right weapons, the
number of teammates etc., expanding their meaning
beyond gaming only. Companies like Kumar War do
this already, they offer actual fighting grounds in Iraq
or Iran and elsewhere to replay real or future battles.
Acting in virtuality frees one from practicing in reality and away from any security surveillance. It is no
surprise that many of Daesh’s propaganda clips on the
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web look like if they were taken directly out of a game.
Inviting gamers to realistic conflicts and making them
an acting party can help to lower ethical barriers and
wipe away the boundaries between real and realistic
cruelties.

But when it comes to movies a supervision system
based on the submission of scripts only shows tremendous holes and weaknesses since it only reaches Iranian productions and it mainly cares for certain aspects
of physical action or social practises What Iran needs
in my opinion - and I am only new to the Iranian sysQ: In your visit to Iran, you found the lack of tem - is a system that acknowledges the different kind
age categories for Iranian movies as interesting. of content a movie brings to viewers. Next to visible
What could the possible implications of having no violence also forms of invisible violence or fear can
age-based classification of cinematic productions make a movie unsuitable for children. You can feature
be for a nation, in particular for the Islamic Re- drugs without even showing them.
public of Iran?
Then there are foreign productions. Almost any international production can be bought freely in shops
As you may know, I am a member of the German and on newsstands. I am not talking about the moral
age rating boards for both movies and television and implications of selling pirated copies here. I am mereI have recently researched the Iranian games age rat- ly talking about youth or kids buying what they want
ing system together with my Iranian co-author Setareh or parents or grandfathers buying for them what they
Malekpour. Modern age rating in Germany was first don’t know about really. Now imagine if the markets
introduced and established in the late 1940s to prevent open even wider. Imagine, and I am pretty sure that this
the viewers from reminiscents of Third Reich propa- will happen within the next few years, international
ganda in movies. Today its apmovie companies strike deals
proach is much wider - it tries to
with the authorities and start
help and give guidance also to
a wide rollout of their prodI
am
pretty
sure
there
juveniles, kids, parents, teachers
ucts. This wave will directly
is
a
lot
that
can
be
and so on. Age rating always
roll into family’s homes withlearnt from this Geralso reflects the public discoursout any marking or protection.
man system - and the
es of a society about violence,
This will not only weaken the
gambling, drugs, the general
Germans can then
Iranian movie industry and its
do’s and dont’s etc.
remarkable and sensible gems
learn from what the
Now, the rich and traditional
of storytelling, but also causes
Iranians need and
society of Iran, especially since
a widespread effect on sociachieved
it is an Islamic Republic, has a
ety. In a few weeks I will talk
supervising system for movie
about this topic at the National
scripts much like the one GerSchool of Cinema in Tehran.
many had in the former GDR I am pretty sure there is a lot
artists have to first receive a permit and the directors that can be learnt from this German system - and the
can then go on shooting the movie. For television it Germans can also learn from efforts and necessities an
seems that the program planners decide themselves entirely different culture has. I strongly believe that
about what they can broadcast at what time of the day Iran could benefit from learning about the German age
- but it is unsure based on what criteria they do this.
rating system which brings experts together into rating
For games, as I have mentioned, the Iranian Gam- commissions who then decide upon the suitability of a
ing Association undertook measures to set up and product for a certain age group.
maintain an age rating system for the virtual world, so
far the only one in any Islamic country.
Q: In your opinion, how does nudging play a
F a c u l t y
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role in a democratic society? Do you think nudging
could contradict the tenets of democracy?
Nudging, in a nutshell, can softly guide people to
a better behaviour. Be it a more healthy life, to help
save on energy or water waste or to reduce the amount
of garbage on the streets. It can even be used to make
public transport much more exciting and attractive and
spread commuters over alternative times of the day
where public transport is not as crowded. We of course
think of the water consumption as president Rouhani
pointed out a few months ago or think of food. Offering alternatives to sweets and sugar laden soft-drinks
helps fighting obesity and serves the overall health.
Nudging offers acceptable and low-threshold alternatives without huge investments. Nudging can also help
to steer the public behaviour and also make administrational planning easier.
But there is more to nudging. As I recently said in
Sepideh Danai nudging can, since the guidance isn´t
obvious and visible, well be used to circumvent political conflict. Conflict is nasty and legal actions are
lengthy, but necessary for democracy. Nudging has a
tendency to convince people that a certain thing is right
without actually letting them know that their thinking
was externally influenced. But who says what is better
and why? Based on what facts? With nudging we often
don´t know. And this is a serious problem. If people
F a c u l t y
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secretly accept something that was externally initiated,
they may not see the relevance of being against it - or
discuss it even. And politicians benefit from this easy
guidance because they don´t need to fight for their
ideas directly any more. Nudging is an official part of
governance in the US and UK and becomes also more
and more fashionable in Germany but the implications
for civil rights are not yet widely discussed in public.
Q: How would you describe your experience as
a lecturer at the Faculty of World Studies? What is
your take on the academic potentials and prospects
of the faculty, its members and students?
My experience as a lecturer was good. My students
were very good - well prepared, took part, read their
texts, participated etc. The faculty of World Studies
was already known to me when I was in the final stages of making my diploma in the early 2000s. In Duisburg we had a very active department for Asian studies
(and still have). When once one of the professors said
“if you want to know a good source for political research in the Islamic world look at the uni of Tehran”
I of course was attracted and googled it every once
in a while, without ever hoping to get there one day.
In addition, I was always working on issues that were
somehow affiliated with Islamic topics. One of the
books, or maybe the book, that made me understand
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the Islamic view on the West and globalization in a produce articles and videos and podcasts about these
flash was “Globalization, Americanization and British topics. I have seen so many Iranian and German stuMuslim Identity” by Saied Reza Ameli. One of the few dents connect within minutes. Students’ voices could
books I really bought as a student (since Duisburg’s be an authentic source of information.
library is gigantic and you can get almost everything
there!). And he now runs the FWS. So I was happy
Q: What was the greatest impression you rewhen I received an invitation from UT, supported by ceived in Iran? If you want to tell us one single
Dr. Doustizadeh of the German dept., to teach at the event or occasion you had at the FWS you would
FWS... this really meant a lot to me.
never forget, what would that be?
Everything about the recent and my previous stays
As you may know, I have been to Iran 5 times
was good. The only thing that could be enhanced within the past 12 months, held public presentations
would be a better help of the administration for exter- on two conferences, had a private stay with our daughnal guests. Information comes late and is sometimes ter Viktoria - aged 14 - there, and then held a semiinsufficient. Of course we all have lots of work to do, nar in the winter semester of 1395. On three of these
but people from abroad have to bear tremendous ef- occasions I brought students with me. And everybody
forts to free themselves at their own universities, plan loved it. Students are asking me if they can come with
everything and prepare the material and then come me next time, there is almost a waiting list. The same
here. It is a time-consuming process and if then issues goes for my daughter. If I would ask her to accompany
like ‘where will I teach, will the invitation arrive on me again she wouldn´t even let me finish my question
time, where is my visa registration number’ etc. are and would say “yes” straight away. It is difficult to say
not resolved early on then it just makes things more what impressed me most - the warmth of the people?
difficult than they needed to be.
The reality which is so much better than anything the
The potentials and prospects for FWS are huge. media in the west say? The activity of students? The
From what I have heard the academic expertise and traffic that is worse than any nightmare can be? (haha).
teaching is very good. The
I can share one funny ocFWS could probably play an
casion though: At FWS durimportant role as a link being lunch time I was offered
tween Iranian scientists and
“Kotelett” and I was a bit bafI
have
seen
so
many
probably even politicians
fled because in Germany this
Iranian and German
there and scientists abroad in
is made from pork and I don’t
students connect
mediating contacts and talks. I
eat pork for health reasons and
know the reservations of many
thought “how far do I have to
within minutes. The
in the west against Iran, which
run to get rid of pork if they ofbase is there, but
is also often caused by Iranifer me this even in Iran”? But in
public opinion is
an officials themselves (yes,
the end it wasn’t pork at all and
often not helpful to
and surely Western officials of
the food was quite nice...
foster interest
course). I for instance sense a
Iran seems to be a safe place
great interest in Iran. But little
with plenty of opportunities to
is known about Iran’s role as
explore and places to see. I will
a place of stability within sheer madness in the Mid- surely come back for more.
dle East, of the important work of Iranian NGOs, the
situation of refugees from Afghanistan and Iraq, of its
Thank you so much for taking the time to anfight against Daesh, its fight against drugs on its east- swer the questions.
ern border, of daily life even. Maybe FWS could also
Interview conducted by Setareh Sadeqi
inspire students to create an online display case and
F a c u l t y
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Prof. Lenart Škof
Lenart Škof is Professor of Philosophy and Head of the Institute
for philosophical Studies at the Science and Research Centre Koper.
He is also Visiting Professor of Religion at Faculty of Theology, University of Ljubljana (both in Slovenia). His main research interests lie
in ethics, new cosmology, intercultural and Indian philosophy (into
Slovene he translated Yajurvedic Upanishads from the Sanskrit),
the philosophy of American pragmatism and the philosophy of Luce
Irigaray. He was Fulbright scholar (Stanford University) and Humboldt scholar (Max Weber Kolleg, Univ. of Erfurt, Germany). He recently co-edited Breathing with Luce Irigaray (Bloomsbury Publishing, 2013) and is an author of several books, among them Pragmatist
Variations on Ethical and Intercultural Life (Lexington Books, 2012)
and Breath of Proximity: Intersubjectivity, Ethics and Peace (Springer, 2015). He is coeditor of Poesis of Peace: Narratives, Cultures, and
Philosophies (Routledge 2017, forthcoming). Lenart Škof is the president of the Slovenian Society for Comparative Religion.

1. What is your conception of theology of religions? Do you think that it could go beyond the theoretical level out into the more practical one – as
to help us with the peace making procedure in the
world and building understanding among nations?
In this field of my study of religion and theology
I follow Canadian theologian and religious scholar
Wilfred Cantwell Smith, probably one of the greatest
scholars in the field of religion of all times. But let me
first offer one example, how I think theology of religions could go practical: we all remember sad events
in Paris in January 2015 (Charlie Hebdo attack): following a second attack by Islamic extremists on a Jewish store, the staff were rescued by a young Muslim
who said (paraphrased): “I helped my brothers. We are
all brothers.” This, for me, is the only and all truth of
all world religions: to help others, to be, in the Biblical sense, with the widow, orphan, stranger and poor
(Zech 7:9-10), to nurture in your heart goodness, compassion, and loving-kindness – by not looking at her/
his race, culture, religion etc. This is the essence of all
F a c u l t y

o f

W o r l d

religions and its practical aspect is our proximity to
the other, and, at the same time, our humility towards
God. If course, this teaching of W.C. Smith, if I may
call it with this word, is based on pluralistic and processual thinking. This means, that our religious truths
are, in a way, always finite and in the making. We may
possess one truth and even defend it, but as long as we
live in a world, where there are also other persons with
their own beliefs and religious experiences, we need to
be open towards their point of view. This is why Smith
did not want to talk about the essence of Christianity, the essence of Hinduism, or the essence of Islam,
among other religious and doctrinal truths, of course.
Smith knew that there are many differences among religions and our knowledge on them might too often
be prejudical. So, one more time: for me the essence
of theology of religions, if it exists, is in our ethos of
interpersonal communication and our humility – other
religious texts, religious truths, practices etc. Then we
may begin thinking about peace.
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2. Could a theology of religions help us with in- has invented this term which today means, that in the
terreligious-intercultural issues in paving the way ethical as well as hermeneutical sense, no culture is
for the possibility of better and more dialogues – in possession of an exclusive truth, or an exclusive
highlighting the practicality of this theory?
claim to impose its truth upon others. There are varTheology of religions, or, in the same way, the con- ious ‘truths’, of course, but the ethos of philosophia
temporary field of the so called intercultural theology perennis teaches us one simple thing: humility and recan both provide us with tools for a better understand- spect. These are the most important features of our ining of our personal as well as cultural and religious tersubjective as well as intercultural relations. Human
life. Let me give another example: intercultural the- being is a relational being – ontologically. We cannot
ology, as a new field of theology in Europe, is basi- survive without others. But of course, this philosophcally a development and transformation of the field ical idea does not so easily translate into religions and
in theology once called “Missiology”, itself a part of their faiths and beliefs; theology of religions, in my
the practical theology. Intercultural theology, which opinion, would perhaps offer us a possibility to resolve
shares many points with theology of religions, is a rad- this difficult question within the study of religion or
ically contextual theology. It is a global theology for even theology.
a global world, full of conflicts, economic and related issues, poverty and violence. Theology today must
4. In the light of the new scientific discoveries
have its own strength to help us
and theological unprecedentunderstand these processes, but
ed reflections – which humat the same time, it must offer us
bles the scientists as well as
an idea of the future civilization,
the theologians, today more
humility and respect.
of which the only law would be,
than ever before – do you
These are the most
as Richard Rorty, my favourite
think a compromise could be
important features of
American neopragmatist philosfound in the lasting conflict
our intersubjective as
opher once said, love.
between science and religion?
well as intercultural
Both science and religion
relations
3. Do you think – as tradiare based in human reasoning.
tionalists do – that there is this
We are inclined to think that
perennial philosophy )philosothey are at the opposite sides
phia perennis( inherent in all
but I think they co-share in one
world religious traditions, this
human experience: to achieve
common hardcore that could help us with building more that we have, to become better persons as we
a common ground for more universal human un- are, to understand the world in which we are living
derstanding?
better and in a more profound way. Both, science and
This basically is a philosophical question. Karl Jas- religion can become dangerous if they’re used for
pers once said that no one should be in possession of other purposes. Thus personal ethos (which they acphilosophia perennis, which inherently means, that, quire with education and their cultural environment)
if we work in comparative philosophy, philosophia of both scientists and religionists is extremely imporperennis actually exists. Augustinus Steuchus in 1540 tant.
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5. Could religion help us in our quest for a more and interested in a truly dialogical thinking. This conethical world? Or is it itself a stumbling block on ference, coorganized by Iranian Association for Phithe path?
losophy of Religion and FWS was a very important
Yes, if religious practices and theory of religion and/ event in the age of fear and violence in so many counor theology itself are ethically
tries of the world. We need to
underpinned and ‘used’ in a postalk about religion as a factor
itive way. We know that religion
of promoting better and more
can promote both peace as well
compassionate
interpersonI was honored to be
as provoke conflicts or wars. I
al relations, and, ultimately,
able
to
participate
in
strongly believe that, basically,
peace.
the
concluding
round
religious values – such as love,
table and discuss my
hope, and humility – are always
7. What was the greatown
theories
of
realready a part of all our cultural
est impression you received
ligion
with
students
and personal values we share.
in Iran? If you want to tell
and
other
guests
Religion is not something we
us one single event or occahave invented, but its basic pilsion you had at the FWS you
lars, such as grace, love and care
would never forget, what
for others, are all part of our rewould that be?
lational (towards others as well
This was my second visit to
as God) and altruistic being. Thus religion in fact is the Iran. I liked the warmth of my Iranian hosts and friends,
essence of human being.
and as a philosopher, I was grateful for the opportunity
to discuss many important issues in the field of philos6. How would you describe your experience as ophy of religion with my Iranian colleagues. I was hona lecturer at the Faculty of World Studies? What is ored to be able to participate in the concluding round
your take on the academic potentials and prospects table and discuss my own theories of religion with stuof the faculty, its members and students?
dents and other guests.
I have visited Faculty only for a 2-day symposium.
I liked the atmosphere, where students were very open
Setare Sadeghi, PHD Candidate in American Studies
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The economical war between
Russia and the West

Commiserations on
the Demise do
Ayatollah Hashemi

“Turly, to God we belong, and to Him we
shall return”
University of Tehran released a condolence message on the sad demise of Ayatollah
Hashemi Rafsanjani the Head of Expediency
Council and former President of Islamic Republic of Iran.
The condolence message reads:
The news of the demise of Ayatollah Hashemi
Rafsanjani , the old companion of the revolution
, the late Imam and Supreme Leader of Islamic
Revolution and a sincere servant and determined
struggler made the heart of the Iranian noble nation and lovers of the revolution sad.
The lack of this outstanding scholar and untiring struggler who was unique in the political
and social history of Iran is very hard and painful to those who have observed his impact in all
ups and downs of the revolution.
University of Tehran , in recognition of the
vast knowledge of the late Ayatollah Hashemi
Rafsanjani, in politics and the application of a
moderate attitude in administration of the society and his efforts for the promotion of the
country in international scenes granted him the
Honorary Doctorate Degree of University of
Tehran in the field of Political Sciences in 1997.
University of Tehran expresses its deep condolence to the Supreme Leader of Islamic Revolution of Iran, his family, Iranian nation and
academic community. May his soul rest in peace

F a c u l t y

o f

W o r l d

15

The department of Russian,
Central Asian and Caucasian
Studies held a lecture panel on the
current economical war going on
between Russia and the Western
countries on 5th December 2016.
Igor Makarov presented a lecture the sanctions of the West against Russia and its effects
on the Russian economy. Makarov categorized the sanctions
in to five groups of IT and technology, oil and gas, finance
and banking, arms, Crimea and diplomatic figures. These
sanctions include prevention of extracting oil from the North
Pole and negotiations for new exporting contracts and ending ongoing agreements.
Makarov added that the sanctions had brought problems
on the Russian government, repaying some of its debts as the
financial sanctions had forced a drop in the Russian currency
(Rouble).
Dr Jahangir Karami also spoke at the vent, analyzing the
complex issued between Russia and the US and explained:
four issues remain unresolved between Russia and the US
to date: Syria, Ukraine, Defense Shield and the sanctions
against Russia. He explored the issued further by comparing Iran and Russia. How joining the WTO had affected the
economy of the two states and how each states deals with the
sanctions in different ways.
The lecture ended with a Q and A session between the
audience and the panel.
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Palestinian Studies’ First Workshop
The Department of West Asian
and North African Studies held its
first Workshop for the Palestinian
Studies program on 4th February
2017 at the Iran Hall.
Dr Mojatba Rahmandoust explained the aims of hosting such
workshops to students of the program. Such workshops prove necessary for the department and the
study program as there is very little
Palestinian literature available on
the different aspects of Palestine.
Dr Majid Safataj was invited by Dr Hadi Borhani to
deliver this workshop.
Workshops on Palestinian Studies are held every

Saturday (10-12) with external guest lectures to expand
students’ knowledge on the field beyond FWS.
The workshops are open to all FWS students and
lecturers.

Moderation in Islam
The FWS and Iranian World Studies Association
held a lecture on “Moderation in Islam” on 7th February 2017 at the Iran Hall.
The keynote speaker of this lecture was leading Islamic law expert Professor Mohammed Hashim Kamali, Winner of the I.R. Iran World Award for Book
of the Year.
Dr Hamideh Molaie, from the FWS Department of
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West Asia and North Africa chaired the lecture.
Dr Javad Sha’rbaf, the
deputy director of the Association also spoke at the
lecture introducing Prof.
Kamali further.
Professor Kamali was here to lecture on his latest
publication titled “The Middle
Path of Moderation in Islam:
The Qur'anic Principle of Wasatiyyah”. The book is mainly
divided in to two sections. The
first section covers theoretical discussions on moderation
while the second sections relies more on interpretations and
Qur’anic verses related to moderation in Islam.
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Lebanese delegation at FWS
FWS hosted a Lebanese delegation on 8th February 2017, in commemoration of the 38th anniversary of the Islamic Revolution.

The delegation had high ranking Lebanese politicians amongst them, met with the Dean of the
Faculty, Dr Ameli, his deputy, Dr Sharbaf and Dr
Alikhani, the head of
the department of West
Asian and North African Studies.
During this visit,
the delegation learned
more about the faculty
and it’s interdisciplinary and international
relations focus. Different cooperation methods with FWS study
programs offered were
also discussed.

UT International Affairs Consultants Meet at FWS
FWS hosted the 39th Meeting of UT International
Affairs Consultants at the Melal Hall on 8th February
2017.
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The monthly meeting was hosted by the Dean of the
Faculty, Dr Ameli and the UT Deputy on International
Affairs, Dr Mohammad Bagher Ghahramani.
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The new Dean of
UT Alborz

Women’s Only Universities
in Japan

Dr Younes Nourbakhsh is appointed as the
new Dean of the UT campus in Alborz province.
Dr Nourbakhsh was a standing member of the
Department of European Studies at FWS before
this appointment. He also has the Dean of Social
Sciences Faculty in his resume.
We would like to take this opportunity to congratulate him on his new responsibility.

FWS member in Ethiopia

Dr AmirBahram ArabAhmadi, the FWS International Affairs Consult and head of the South African Studies program, attended a conference in
Addis Ababa this week discussing “The Ancient
Civilizations of Axum and Persia”.
Dr ArabAhmadi, presented on paper on the
similarities of Persian and Amharic which shows
ancient connection between the two civilizations.
The conference was a joint effort by the University Addis Ababa and the Consulate of Iran in
Ethiopia.
F a c u l t y
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Professor Keiko Sakaroi held a lecture on the history of Women’s (single-sex) universities in Japan at FWS
last week.
Dr Keiko Sakaroi who lectures at Waseda University
and also heads the Islamic Studies institute in Japan was
in Tehran on an academic visit.
Her lecture focused on the new education system that
started during the Meiji period from 1868-1912 when the
Japanese emperor implanted a reform towards modernizing Japan including founding major universities that are
of significant importance to this day such as university
of Tokyo, Kyoto, Tahoka, etc. However women were not
permitted to study at the universities. Only Tahoka began
accepted women students five years after it first opened.
Tokyo’s Higher Education Institute in Teaching established 1890 and Nara Women’s University established in
1908 were the first women’s only institutes operating in
Japan. The curriculum taught at the universities were also
different from the curriculum taught at major universities
with male students.
Dr Sakaroi also described the post-war reform in Japan as another turning point in the Japanese education
system between 1945 and 1952. These reforms led to a
more balanced education system in teaching males and
females in Japan.
Joining the work force was another area that Japan
made major improvements. Although the bill for equal
employment opportunity was passed in 1986, it only
came into force after 1997. Dr Sakaroi believed that
women’s only universities remain popular in Japan as
they reduce sexual discrimination in academia and boost
the confidence of women.
The lecture ended in a Q and A session.
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Economic Diplomacy & Foreign Policy – Part II

FWS held its second lecture on Economic diplomacy and Foreign Policy at the Hannaneh Hall on
Tuesday 28th February 2017 in a joint effort with the

Islamic Revolution Thought and
Strategy Organization.
The panel of speakers included
Dr Sheikh Attar, Dr ShahVeisi, Dr
Karami, Dr Arab Ahmadi and Dr
Sabaghiyan. The main focus of
this discussion panel were sanctions
and economic diplomacy in classical and modern day politics, the role
of Iran in world economics, the geopolitical position of Iran after the
collapse of the Soviet Union, the
economic ties between Iran and the EU, and Iran’s
economic policies in Africa.

Palestinian Studies’ Workshop III
The Department of West Asian and North African
Studies held its third Workshop for the Palestinian Studies program at the Iran Hall.
This lecture was presented by Dr Mohammad Taqi
Taqizadeh, a leading writer and researcher in the field of
Palestine. After introducing his publication in the field, Dr Taqizaedh provided a
brief analysis of Palestinian studies preand post-revolution in Iran.
Taqizadeh further discussed the studies being carried out in the neighboring
countries such as Lebanon, Egypt and
Syria, the work produced in Iran is minimal. He insisted that research in this field
needs to be realistic and precise as it can
benefit the government’s position with
regards to the Israel-Palestine conflict.
Workshops on Palestinian Studies are
F a c u l t y
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held every Saturday (10-12) with external guest lectures to expand students’ knowledge on the field beyond
FWS.
The workshops are open to all FWS students and
lecturers.
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Critical Approach to the Main Socio-Political
Challenges in the Mediterranean Region

A lecture panel focusing on socio-political challenges in the Mediterranean Region was held at Melal
Hall this afternoon. A delegation from the Mediterranean Studies Centre at the University of Busan attended this lecture.
A joint cooperation treaty was signed between FWS
and the Mediterranean Studies Centre at the beginning of the lecture which was opened with the Dean’s
speech Dr Ameli. Professors Yun Young Su, the head
of the Mediterranean Studies Centre also spoke at this
event, expressing interest in more joint programs between the two institutes.
Dr Kong, introduced the electronic Mediterranean
Atlas (MECA) in his lecture, and explained its usage
in details in the field of Mediterranean studies.Dr Huh
gave a brief analysis of the relations between Korea
and the Mediterranean countries and its development
F a c u l t y
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in time.The final Korean speaker, Dr Chua, explained
the significance of having the regional studies institute
for Mediterranean countries and shared the latest outcomes of their institute with the panel.
Dr Vaez Zadeh also spoke at this event, touching
on the Arab Spring, ISIS, and the increased activities
of Russia in the region. Dr Ahmadian, examined the
international threats for Iran and the region in his lecture pointing to the significant events of 2015 such as
Iran’s nuclear deal. Dr Soltani Zadeh, talked about
the soft balance approach and non-military measures
taken in the region touching on focusing on Iran’s foreign policy post-revolution. The last speakr, Dr Arab
Ahmadi discussed Libya and collapse of Muammar
Gaddafi.
The session ended in an extensive question and answer session between the panel and the audience.
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The Public Screening of “60th Birthday” at FWS
The documentary titled “60th Birthday” was a
commemoration of Martyr Hassan Bagheri.
This documentary that was filmed about a year ago
shows a group of FWS foreign students from the Iranian Studies program visiting the war zones of twenty
years ago, when Iraq attached Iran, particularly some
of the areas where Hassan Bagheri lead the armed
forces in the war.
The dean of the faculty Dr Ameli opened the ceremony giving a brief outline about the 8-year war
that went on between Iran and Iraq during the 80s.
He said in his statement “the humanitarian aspect
of war was more significant compared to other wars
happening in the region because the Iranians tried
to carry out tactics to reduce the bloodshed on both

sides”.
Commander-in-Chief Jafari, the head of the Martyr Bagheri Institute also gave a brief speech after
the screening commemorating his comrade Hassan
Bagheri. Some of the students who were on the trip
also spoke at the screening.

Palestinian Studies’ Workshop IV

The Department of West Asian and North African
Studies held its fourth Workshop for the Palestinian
Studies program at the Iran Hall.
Dr Ajorlou a leading analyst in Middel-Eastern studies lectured in this series of workshops speaking about
“Imam Mousa Sadr and his approach on Israel and its
effects on today’s resistance”.
Dr Ajorlou who had done his PhD research thesis on this issue in Lebanon, gave extensive information about Imam Mousa Sadr and his ideology,
F a c u l t y
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strategies and his influence on Paletsinian resistance
till today.
Students interested in Dr Ajorlou’s work can find
more information on his weblog at http://hoajorloo.
blogfa.com
Workshops on Palestinian Studies are held every
Saturday (10-12) with external guest lectures to expand
students’ knowledge on the field beyond FWS.
The workshops are open to all FWS students and
lecturers.
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Artificial Intelligence, Cyberspace and Collective
Behavioral Management

The internet can be a positive platform to enhance the quality of human life and if that can be promoted we will all move
towards a better, safer, cleaner environment and society

“Artificial Intelligence, Cyberspace and Collective
Behavioral Management” was the title of the tenth Cyberspace UNESCO seat lecture series.
The lecture was held on Tuesday 21st February at
the FWS Iran Hall.
Dr Asadpour opened his lecture with different usages of artificial intelligence in medicine, aerospace,
explorations, information technology and social media
management systems. After providing a history of creating artificial intelligence from 1987, he categorized
the intelligence in for forms:
- artificial intelligence designed to think like humans
- artificial intelligence designed to think logically
- artificial intelligence designed to act like humans
- artificial intelligence designed to act logically
Building intelligent machines has always been
a human ambition for many scientists. Dr Asadpour
added that new designs try to inject intelligence that
are connectionist. He provided examples of collective
F a c u l t y
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intelligence among animals and their shelter building
skills.
Asadpour also added that an intelligent system can
also function using simple and unintelligent elements
in a way that they are connected intelligently. He expressed the importance of using a connectionist and
networking approach in cyberspace for enhancing collective behavioral management.
Dr Ameli also lectured in this event, touching on the
subject of artificial intelligence, adding that artificial
intelligence is subject to natural intelligence, and it is
sometimes beyond our understanding of algorithms. He
added we need to use artificial intelligence in promoting
the positive click rather than the negative which is what
we face today.
The internet can be a positive platform to enhance
the quality of human life and if that can be promoted we
will all move towards a better, safer, cleaner environment and society.
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Saber Golanbari

I’m Saber Golanbari, MA student of Palestinian
Studies. I also have two other masters in Islamic Law
& Jurisprudence and Arabic Translation.
For the past 20 years, I have dedicated my studies
to the Middle East, particularly Israel and Palestine;
currently I might be the only Iranian writing simultaneously for several outstanding Arabic and Palestinian
news media outlets including Al Jazeera, Raialyoum,
Al-Resalah, Pal.Info, etc. I also write for Iranian newspapers and magazines occasionally.
In addition to journalism, I work as a translator. My
last translation is a book entitled “The Palestinian Issue: Historical Background and Contemporary Developments” written Dr. Mohsen Saleh and published by
Iran’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
My articles in the field of Palestinian and Israeli
Studies are published in Palestinian media.
Recently after the Israeli regime threats to wage the
fourth war against the Gaza Strip, I wrote an article for
Al Waqt Arabic website entitled “Military warfare or
psychological warfare against the Gaza Strip” which
was published by Al-Resalah, Pal.Info, Izz ad-Din
al-Qassam Brigades and other medias.
The most interesting point in this regard is republication of the article by the website of military wing of
F a c u l t y

o f

W o r l d

the Palestinian Hamas organization which is very cautious of publication due to the sensitivity of its content.
Apparently Izz ad-Din al-Qassam Brigades liked the
content of my article about the possibility of a fourth
war against the Gaza Strip. This is a great honor for me
as an Iranian to offer an analysis of the possibility of
another war against the Gaza Strip, which explains a
thorough understanding of political and practical realities of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and was republished by the Resistance movement.
Moreover, the article was also reflected in other
Middle Eastern media outlets including the Iraqi media.
Although after the Islamic Revolution, the Islamic Republic of Iran has offered strong support to the
Palestinian rights compared with other countries, these
supports are not well represented in the Palestinian society and the region due to media deficiency.
For example, a few months ago in the anniversary
of the death of “Sheikh Mustafa Rahman” I wrote an
article about his personality as an Iranian supporter of
Palestinian ideals which was published by Raialyoum
and other Palestinian media. The comments I received
from my Arab and Palestinian friends demonstrate he
is an unknown figure despite his 60 years of history for
supporting Palestine.
In effect, my article was the first Arabic text to introduce this Iranian figure.
In sum, unfortunately our elites haven’t been able
to establish good connections with Arab langue media
and this great deficiency should be resolved.
I try to pick up the slack and it is expected that other professionals participate in the attempt.
These deficiencies have made a great opportunity
for the opponents of a close relationship of the Islamic
Republic of Iran with Arab nations to portray false images of Iran by disseminating unrealistic articles and
contents.
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Latin American Studies Associations
Elaheh Nourigholamizadeh, PHD Candidate of American Studies
Latin American Studies Association (LASA)

Consejo Latinoamericano de Ciencias Sociales
(CLACSO)

http://lasa.international.pitt.edu/eng/
http://www.clacso.org/
Association of Iberian and Latin American Studies
Consortium of Latin American Studies Programs
(CLASP)
http://ailasa.org/
Brazilian Studies Association (BRASA)

http://www.claspprograms.org/
Facultad Latinoamericana de Ciencias Sociales
(FLACSO)

http://www.brasa.org/our-mission/
Canadian Association for Latin American & Caribbean Studies (CALACS)

http://www.flacso.org/
Guatemalan Scholars Network

http://www.vanderbilt.edu/gsn/
https://www.can-latam.org/
Latin American Jewish Studies Association (LAJSA)
Caribbean Studies Association (CSA)
http://www.lajsa.org/
http://www.caribbeanstudiesassociation.org/enterprise-and-entrepreneurship-in-the-caribbean-region/

Seminar on the Acquisition of Latin American Library Materials (SALALM)

Conference of Latin American Geographers (CLAG)
http://salalm.org/

http://clagscholar.org/
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Society for Caribbean Studies (SCS)

University of Michigan: Center for Latin American
and Caribbean Studies

http://www.caribbeanstudies.org.uk/

http://www.ii.umich.edu/lacs/

Society for Latin American Studies (SLAS)

University of New Mexico: Latin American and
Iberian Institute

http://www.slas.org.uk/
http://laii.unm.edu/
América Latina Portal Europeo
Red Europea de Información y Documentación sobre
América Latina (REDIAL)
Consejo Europeo de Investigaciones Sociales de
América Latina (CEISAL)
http://www.red-redial.net/

University of Pittsburgh: Center for Latin American
Studies

http://www.ucis.pitt.edu/clas/


Latin American Studies Centers
Florida International University: Latin American and
Caribbean Center, Individual Programs

University of Texas at Austin: Teresa Lozano Long
Institute of Latin American Studies

http://lacc.fiu.edu/

http://liberalarts.utexas.edu/llilas/

Stanford University Center for Latin American
Studies

Vanderbilt University: Center for Latin American
Studies

http://las.stanford.edu/
https://as.vanderbilt.edu/clas/
University of California, Los Angeles: Latin American Institute

New York University: Center for Latin American and
Caribbean Studies
http://clacs.as.nyu.edu/page/home

http://www.international.ucla.edu/lai/
University of Georgia: Latin American and Caribbean Studies Institute (LACSI)

http://www.lacsiuga.org/

F a c u l t y
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Columbia University: Institute of Latin American
Studies

http://www.ilas.columbia.edu/

W o r l d

S t u d i e s

U n i v e r s i t y

o f

T e h r a n

26

Wi n t e r 2 0 1 6

Introduction of the World’s Scientific
Associations on American Studies

World Studies Newsletter

Duke University: Center for Latin American and
Caribbean Studies

University of Wisconsin, Madison: Latin American,
Caribbean and Iberian Studies Program

http://latinamericancaribbean.duke.edu/
University of North Carolina: Institute for the Study
of the Americas

http://www.lacis.wisc.edu/
University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee: Center for
Latin American and Caribbean Studies

http://isa.unc.edu/
University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign: Center for
Latin American and Caribbean Studies

http://www4.uwm.edu/clacs/
American University: Center for Latin American &
Latino Studies

http://www.clacs.illinois.edu/
University of Chicago: Center for Latin American
Studies

http://www.american.edu/clals/
Georgetown University: Center for Latin American
Studies

http://clas.uchicago.edu/
University of Utah: Latin American Studies
http://clas.georgetown.edu//
Harvard University: David Rockefeller Center for
Latin American Studies

http://latin-american-studies.utah.edu/
Brigham Young University: Latin American Studies

http://drclas.harvard.edu/

http://kennedy.byu.edu/latin-american-studies/

F a c u l t y

o f

W o r l d

Hunter College, CUNY: Latin American and Caribbean Studies
http://www.hunter.cuny.edu/lacsp/
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University of California, Santa Cruz: Latin American
and Latino Studies

http://lals.ucsc.edu/
http://www.indiana.edu/~clacs/
Notre Dame Kellogg Institute: Latin American Studies Program

University of Connecticut: El Instituto: Institute of
Latina/o, Caribbean, and Latin American Studies

http://kellogg.nd.edu/students/lasp/

http://elin.uconn.edu/

Princeton University: Program in Latin American
Studies

University of Illinois at Chicago: Latin American and
Latino Studies Program

http://www.princeton.edu/plas/

https://lals.uic.edu/

San Diego State University: Center for Latin American Studies

University of Maryland: Latin American Studies
Center

http://latinamericanstudies.sdsu.edu/

http://www.lasc.umd.edu/

University of California, San Diego: Center for Iberian and Latin American Studies

University of Massachusetts at Amherst: Center for
Latin American, Caribbean and Latino Studies

http://www.umass.edu/clacls/
http://cilas.ucsd.edu/
University of California, Santa Barbara: Latin American & Iberian Studies

http://www.lais.ucsb.edu/

F a c u l t y
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University of Southern California: Latin American
Studies Initiative

http://dornsife.usc.edu/latinamericanstudies/
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University of Washington, Seattle: Latin American
and Caribbean Studies Program

Universidad Nacional de Costa Rica: Instituto de
Estudios Latinoamericanos (IDELA)

https://jsis.washington.edu/latinam/

http://www.idela.una.ac.cr/
Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Sul: Instituto
Latinoamericano de Estudos Avancados (ILEA)
http://www.ufrgs.br/ilea/

 Latin American Studies Centers outside the U.S.
Asociación de Estudios Euro-Americanos de Desarrollo Económico (AEEADE), Spain
http://www.usc.es/economet/aea.htm
Centre for Latin American Research and Documentation (Centro de Estudios y Documentación Latinoamericanos, CEDLA), The Netherlands

University of Birmingham: Department of Hispanic
Studies

http://www.birmingham.ac.uk/schools/lcahm/departments/languages/sections/hispanic/index.aspx
University of Calgary: Latin American Research Centre

http://www.cedla.uva.nl/10_about/institute.html
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México: El
Centro de Investigaciones sobre América Latina y el
Caribe (CIALC)

http://larc.ucalgary.ca/
University of Bristol: Department of Hispanic, Portuguese and Latin America

http://www.ccydel.unam.mx/
http://www.bristol.ac.uk/hispanic/
Freie Universität Berlin: Lateinamerika-Institut (LAI)
University of Helsinki: Intercultural and Bilingual
Education in Latin America (IBE)
http://www.lai.fu-berlin.de/
University of Göttingen: Ibero-America Institute for
Economic Research
http://www.helsinki.fi/ibe/

http://www.uni-goettingen.de/de/sh/64104.html
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University of Liverpool: Institute of Latin American
Studies

https://www.liverpool.ac.uk/modern-languages-and-cultures/iberian-and-latin-american-studies/
University of Oxford: Latin American Centre

World Studies Newsletter

29

Latin America Bureau (LAB)

http://lab.org.uk/
Red de Investigadores Latinoamericanos por la Democracia y la Paz (RILDEPAZ)
http://www.insumisos.com/
University of California Institute for Mexico and the
United States (UC MEXUS)

http://www.lac.ox.ac.uk/
York University: Center for Research on Latin American and Caribbean (CERLAC)
http://ucmexus.ucr.edu/

http://cerlac.info.yorku.ca/

Other Organizations
Foundation for the Advancement of Mesoamerican
Studies (FAMSI)

http://www.famsi.org/
Instituto de Estudios Politicos para America Latina y
Africa (IEPALA)

http://www.iepala.es/

F a c u l t y

o f

W o r l d

S t u d i e s

U n i v e r s i t y

o f

T e h r a n

30

Wi n t e r 2 0 1 6

World Studies Newsletter

Cultural, Artistic and Sport News

FWS Students Visit Spain

Latin American Studies program visited Spain as
part of their studies in February.
Dr Mariam Haghrousta led the group to attend two
workshops at the University of Salamanca, Spain’s oldest running university today. This was a first visit from
the university.
These workshops were organized as a joint effort

during Summer 2016 between University of Tehran and
the University of Salamanca.
The students attended two workshops during this
visit, on “EU ties with Latin America” and a “Spanish
Language” workshop in writing and conversation.
Students also got to try their hands in Spanish culinary art, literary tourism and sightseeing in Salamanca.

FWS Students in Japan

F a c u l t y
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Students from the Japanese
Studies program who were visiting Japan as part of their studies on Japanese culture returned
home today.
The group, who left Tehran on
16th January for a two week visit, had the chance to visit the five
main universities of Japan, including University of Tokyo and
Keio University as well as other
cultural and academic ventures.
Dr Nahid PourRostami, Dr
Soleimani accompanied the students on this trip. The trip was
organized by the Iranian Embassy
in Tokyo.
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Session on “Understanding the
United Nations” attended by the Students of the Course of International
Organizations at the UN Office in the
Islamic Republic of Iran
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Celebration of New Year
Festival by Russian Studies
Students

Iranian and Non-Iranian Students Active Collaboration for
Celebrating Nowruz and Preparing Haft-Seen Table
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Talk with Faculty’s Employees

Afshin Nasimi

I ask my colleagues to be hardworking, to be
persistent, to plan everything, to provide suggestions for a better accomplishment of our duties, to
do everything exactly according to rules and regulations, and to have a respectful and logical relationship with officials in charge.
Afshin Nasimi, born in 1977, received his MA
degree in Regional Studies (with a focus on Europe)
from the Faculty of Law and Political Sciences of University of Tehran. He worked at the Faculty of Foreign
Languages and Literature from 2001 to 2012 as the
Supervisor of Student and Cultural Affairs, Deputy of
Educational Office in the Department of Postgraduate
Affairs and Head of the Office of Postgraduate Education and Studies. He then went on a mission to the
Ministry of Science, Research, and Technology for
two years and worked as the Chief of Staff at the office
of Educational Deputy of the Minister. He has been
working as the Head of the Office of Postgraduate
Educational Services at the Faculty of World Studies
since June 2014.
Q. Tell us about the faculty, your activities, and
possible initiatives you’ve had to improve the situation of educational affairs.
A. Well, I have to tell you that, in general, the faculF a c u l t y

o f

W o r l d

ty follows two main aims and objectives. First, we’re
tasked with absorbing and educating Iranian students
who’ll later on turn into experts in the affairs of foreign countries or regional issues through learning
about their political, economic, or cultural themes and
contexts. In addition to this, we receive foreign students from various countries in the major of Iranian
Studies in order to educate them and turn them into
cultural ambassadors for our country. Because of this,
all students take their courses in the native language of
their majors and even write their theses and dissertations in their respective languages. Therefore, in this
case, our faculty is unique compared to other faculties.
Currently, we accept students in 13 majors for master’s and PhD. For both of these, students need to attend a special interview related to their respective majors in addition to the general entrance exam. Special
workgroups are formed from the professors of each
major for the course of these interviews.
The Educational Office plays a very important
role at the faculty because it has to coordinate various matters for the students from the beginning, before they start their education and during the interview
stage, until they’re graduated. We need to make a link
between the professors, different educational departments, other offices at the faculty, and the university’s
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leagues.
Office of Educational Affairs.
A. I’ve had the honor of being chosen as the best
When I began working at the faculty, I tried to
form a workgroup with my colleagues to coordinate employee in two occasions, thanks to the respectable
with the officials in charge of different offices at the officials. The first time was in 2005, when I was workfaculty, especially the faculty’s Deputy of Education ing at the Faculty of Foreign Languages and Literaand Research, to devise a framework through which ture, and the second time was last year, at the Faculty
we can develop and execute our tasks with a plan and of World Studies. I ask my colleagues to be hardworkaccording to the rules and regulations. To do this, I ing, to be persistent, to plan everything, to provide
considered three principles of duty, choice, and sup- suggestions for a better accomplishment of our duties,
porting my colleagues and tried to do my best in ac- to do everything exactly according to rules and regulacomplishing my tasks. In this case, the feedback from tions, and to have a respectful and logical relationship
students that had already been studying at the faculty with officials in charge.
and also the officials, professors, and my colleagues
Q. Do you have any other activities outside the
shows that everything has been satisfactory and I’ve
faculty?
been successful.
A. Considering my major and the courses I have
One of my most important accomplishments was
my success in receiving the permission for develop- taken and regarding the rules and regulations, I was
granted the permission from the
ing the PhD major of American
Office of Teachers and MissionStudies and master’s of South
aries at the Representative InstiAfrican Studies. This was most
I’ve also written
tution of the Supreme Leader in
welcomed by the faculty’s ofQom in 2012 to teach religious
ficials.
numerous essays in
courses. Therefore, I teach reliEnglish, French, and
gious, and sometimes political,
Q. Tell us about the possiPersian with the help
courses at different universities,
ble obstacles in educational
of my professors and
like University of Tehran, Isaffairs and your expectations
have published them
lamic Azad University, and Uniin the field.
in conferences and
versity of Applied Science and
A. As I explained, the eduscientific journals
Technology, as an invitee.
cational office has many duties
and relationships. Therefore,
Q. Tell us about your scienit’s one of the busiest offices
that has many clients in all times of years. For exam- tific and research activities.
A. I’ve written a book titled “NATO and Securiple, even in the summer, that we don’t have any classes and some may think that we’re not as busy, we see ty of Europe”. I’ve also written numerous essays in
that students come to us to finalize their graduation English, French, and Persian with the help of my proprocess, do the necessary procedures for their thesis or fessors and have published them in conferences and
dissertation defense sessions, interviews, registration, scientific journals. I have also written some articles in
teaching or research affairs, etc. Therefore, we expect Persian for magazines and newspapers.
the faculty’s officials to continue their kind support
Q. Do you have anything else to add at the end
and guidance for the educational team.
of the interview?
A. I need to thank and appreciate all the officials,
Q. Last year, you were chosen as the best employee of the Faculty of World Studies and Univer- directors, employees, and students and apologize if
sity of Tehran. Please talk about your professional I’ve done anything to upset someone during these
experiences in advancing in your job for your col- years.
F a c u l t y
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Fatma Muge

• What first took you to Iran? Tell us about your
story of moving to Iran to study? How did you come
up with the decision in the first place?
In 2010, I had an MA degree in Islamic Societies and Cultures from University of London, SOAS
(School of oriental and African studies). My dissertation was about ‘Mystical Trends in Shi’a Islam’ and it
was the first time that I had chance to learn about the
unique Iranian culture. After my MA, I was working as
an Middle East officer in an international organization
and I learned deeply about our neighbour’s political,
social, religious and mystical life. At this juncture, I
have to declare that Mohammad Jevad Zarif’s political posture and ability, his amicable attitudes aroused
my curiosity about this mesmerizing country. Firstly,
I tried to analyze and conduct some research on Iran.
Iranian anthropologist, Dr. Pedram Khosronejad’s
visual, social and cultural anthropological works intensified my interest in Iranian culture , Shi’a Islam
and Iranian mysticism. I was filling gaps in my life
learning more and more. I noticed that I droned on in
my life without comprehending Shi’a Islam and Imam
Ali. This sense of wonder possessed every step of my
daily life. One day I was listening to old Iranian songs,
the next day I was watching the videos of holy shrines.
Then I found myself searching for study opportunities
in Iranian Studies and anthropology. At that time, Dr.
Mehrdad Arabestani’s works (from social sciences department of Tehran University) caught my attention

F a c u l t y
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and I learned about University of Tehran’s program by
chance. It was time to change my way and take a different track. For me, it was like a belated visit to my
country’s closest neighbour. I feel that I am here to
perform my service for my neighbour.
• What has been most rewarding about studying
at the Faculty of World Studies?
First of all, ‘studying at the Faculty of World Studies’ is a various and privileged fortune for all foreign
students. Iran is like a closed book and people have
bias before travelling to Iran, but staff and professors
here help to minimize any problems related to academics and social life for students. I would like to thank
Dr. Mohammad Samiei, The head of the department of
Iranian Studies, and Goudarz Mirani who is responsible of Iranian Studies students. Dr. Samiei never
refuses his students requests , always tries to find the
best way for them and looks out for their own interests.
Besides, the library of The Faculty of World Studies offers broad alternatives for research in different
languages.
Also, The Faculty of World Studies’ activities as
relevant to Iranian culture, religious and political days,
influenced me deeply and gave me a chance to observe
Iranian society from a different viewpoint.
• Is there anything you wished was different for
you as a foreign student in Iran? Going back would
you make the same decision?
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I live in the dormitory with my roommate Dasa.
Generally, in some cases, it is hard to live in Tehran
She is a guest student in Iranian Studies department. as a foreign student but people’s helpfulness and kind
I am lucky because we did not have any personal dis- heartedness welcome students in the process of time.
cussion or difficulty but it is hard to live in dormitory’s Compared to other cities, Tehran is alive and social
conditions. I wished we had lived in better conditions, life is more vibrant than traditional cities. Mystical
such as bigger rooms, more kitchen facilities, more weather of country, paying attention to Islamic values,
spaces to study alone in study rooms. Many foreign the divine and nameable atmospheres of shrines and
students come from different countries and back- mosques assisted me to find my way. Tehran is a place
grounds to study in Iranian Studies. Living conditions to help you find yourself in crowded places if you are
are essentials to continue our works and maintain our able to tolerate and investigate the extensive ache of
mental and physical stability. I expected better condi- still-continuing mourning of shahid Imams.
tions in the dormitories.
Studying in Tehran broadened my horizon and gave
I would make the same decision because my room- shape to my future study plans. I have found many
mate, Dasa, is a gift given by Iran and I will never different topics and subjects to observe. Iranian Studforget our days and experiencies department’s courses helped
es. We witnessed a long perime to improve my comparative
od together in our lives. We
analysis skills while researchfought against difficulties and
ing. Seminars and movies in
We witnessed a long
we learned how to succeed in
Farisi are also interesting, allowperiod together in
living in a foreign country. At
ing foreign students to enhance
our lives. We fought
the beginning, it was difficult
their vision about Iran. From my
against difficulties
to share a small room, but now,
experience, I am also thankful
and we learned how
I am thankful for all hardships.
to Dr. Mehrdad Arabestani who
to
succeed
in
living
My Iranian friends always tried
welcomes me into anthropology
in
a
foreign
country
to help us when we have difcourses and seminars related to
ficulties. I have a sister from
my research topics and personal
Slovakia now and have lots of
interests.
friends from all over the world
who have the same passion:
• Going back home once
IRAN.
you graduate, would you recommend your friends
to visit and study in Iran? Why or why not?
• How has your experience in Iran been different
When I visited my family and friends few months
from what you expected before landing in Tehran? ago, I had some brochures with me to share them with
After graduating from the university, I had been my friends and professors. My foreign friends from
living abroad to study and to work. I have had chances different European countries are also interested in The
to live in different Middle East countries due to the Iranian Studies department. Since the language of the
fact that I am familiar with the Middle East region and courses is English, it makes the department more apits difficulties. I expected ‘hospitality and friendliness’ pealing and reasonable for foreign students. Iranian
in Iran before coming to Iran and I found more than studies does not consist on only Farisi courses. This
what I expected.
department also helps us to focus on Iranian political
• What are the highlights of living and studying situation and place in the world, economic history and
in Tehran?
development, Iran’s position in Middle East region,
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Iran’s importance in International Relations, Iran and
Islam, Iranian culture by the help of experienced professors. I strongly recommend my friends and some
departments in my country to study or do researches in this department so as to look at Persian world
from a different and objective aspect. This department
is a key to open Iran’s door to foreign students and
researchers.

our daily life. It is quite impressive for me to find Turkish coffee in every café when I want to take rest after
tiresome days. ‘Kalian’ is also a part of Turkish cultural
life for students and I observed the same passion in this
country. It is possible to meet Turk and Azari people in
restaurants, markets and streets. It is so felicific to hear
people talking in Turkish language anywhere.

• In a world where the narrative of racism and
• How close do you find the Iranian and Turkish anti-immigrant sentiments are on the rise, what
culture to one another?
role do you think the Faculty of World Studies is
We have several common traditions and I do not playing in bringing people from various backfeel that I live in a foreign country. Our cuisine, cul- grounds together?
ture, hospitality, physical appearance , behaviours,
Unfortunately, hate speech and anti-freedom stateandreactions are similar to each
ments have dominated internaother. My first days, I did not
tional relations. Human rights,
have any difficulty and I felt
liberty and democratic tendenIran is a unique exlike a citizen of the country. I
cies give their place to racism,
ample of ‘collectivity
do not feel alienated because
anti-Islamic movements and
of different nations,
everyone supposes that I am Iraexclusivist policies. Moreover,
languages and voices’
nian and they try their utmost in
unstable policies and rupture of
without
any
civil
strife.
my tougher times. Generosity
communication within Middle
Therefore, Iran has
is the main and central purpose
East region stimulates changemany
meanings
in
inand settled tradition in both culability and disorder in the reternational
and
regiontures. To be honest, Iran is the
gion. Iran is the only country
al
political
situation
first place that I found the same
which prevents ‘terrorism’ and
abundance as Turkey. I am very
‘hostility of different origins’
pleased to say that Iranian peowithin its boundaries. Iran is a
ple always behave well and are
unique example of ‘collectiviconscientious when they learn that I am from Turkey. ty of different nations, languages and voices’ without
They have extreme amity and respect towards Turk- any civil strife. Therefore, Iran has many meanings in
ish people. We only have manmade borders in maps international and regional political situation. Faculty
but we do not have any barrier to welcome each other. of World Studies has vital role to hold people together
It is quite possible to say that both countries do not who are from different nationalities and backgrounds
have language barriers. We have many common words with its modesty, objective and inclusive manners.
which help us to understand each other from our heart. This faculty is a bridge between Iran and other counOur emotions , religious and moral values are enough tries which contributes clarify Iran’s rigid and inacto have a common language.
cessible images in the glare of publicity. I am sure that
the moderate approach of the faculty and its members
• What is a fun day like for a Turkish student in will open new doors in foreign relations in political,
Tehran?
educational , social and cultural senses in the forthTurkish coffee is important for all Turkish people in coming years.
F a c u l t y

o f

W o r l d

S t u d i e s

U n i v e r s i t y

o f

T e h r a n

PhD Dissertations and MA Theses

Wi n t e r 2 0 1 6

World Studies Newsletter

37

PhD Dissertations and MA Theses
Student

Field of
Study

Defense Date

Maryam
Mokhtarpour

Russian
Studies

October 26,
2017

Seyed
Navid
Javadi

British
Studies

February 18,
2017

Saied Shaverdi

Egyptian
Studies

Aida Ghanbari

Maedeh
Doust

Heba
Morad

Saied
Nourian

Indian
Studies

North
American
Studies

Iranian
Studies

North
American
Studies

Mohammad Palestinian
Nourizad
Studies

F a c u l t y

o f

Thesis Title

Supervisor

Advisor

Referee

Dr. Jahangir
Karami

Dr. Aliakbar
Valizadeh

Dr. Hamidreza Azizi

Analysis of the film
“The Theory of Every”thing

Dr. Younes
Shokrkhah

Dr. Hesameddin Vaez-Zadeh

Dr. Rouhollah Hosseini

February 13,
2017

Political Relations
between Iran and Egypt:
Barriers and Limitations

Dr. Ali Akbar
Alikhani

Dr. Hassan
Ahmadian

Dr. Abdul
Amir Soleimani

February 8,
2017

An Analysis of Indian
Caste System within the Framework of
Foucauldian Concept of
Power

Dr. Heshmat
Sadat Moinifar

Dr. Farzaneh
Azam Lotfi

Dr. Ali Morshidizad

Dr. Seyed
Mohammad Ali
Mousavi

Dr. Foad Izadi

Dr. Mahdi
Ahouie

Dr. Mohammad
Samiei

Dr. Seyed
Mohammad
Marandi

Dr. Mohammad Javad
Mohammadi

Dr. Seyed
Mohammad Ali
Mousavi

Dr. Foad Izadi

Dr. Ebrahim
Mohseni

Dr. Hossein
Rooyvaran &
Dr. Seyed Hadi
Borhani

Dr. Haider Al
Bahrani

Dr. Mojtaba
Rahmandoust

February 12,
2017

February 13,
2017

February 12,
2017

February 12,
2017

W o r l d

Anti-Americanism in
Putin’s Russia

The Israeli Lobby and
U.S. Congressional
Sanctions against Iran:
A Network Analysis
of the AIPAC and the
CPMAJO
Impact of the Perfect
Role Model of Ashura
on the Formation of
Iranian Women’s Resistance - A Case Study of
Three Captivity Memoirs: Abad, Beshara and
Aoudi
An Analysis of Citizens
United v. FEC and its
Impact on the Prospects
of Democracy in the
United States
Erosion of the National
State by Zionist National Movement
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Student

Alireza
Salehinezhad

Field of
Study

British
Studies

Defense Date

February 18,
2017

Elnaz
Mohamedi
Shobeiri

Indian
Studies

February 14,
2017

Umm
Kulthum
Habibpour

Sub-Saharan
African
Studies

February 18,
2017

PhD Dissertations and MA Theses
Thesis Title
A Political Discourse
Analysis of the Media:
A Case Study of the
Guardian on the European Union during 2015
Public Election
A Comparative Study of
the Women’s Status in
Zoroastrian and Hindu
Rituals (in Ancient India
)and Iran
South African Cultural
Diplomacy in Sub-Saharan Africa

Supervisor

Advisor

Referee

Dr. Younes
Shokrkhah

Dr. Hesameddin Vaez-Zadeh

Prof. Saied
Reza Ameli

Dr. Amir HosZekrgoo sein

Dr. Heshmat
Sadat Moinifar

Dr. Azam
Hosseini

Dr. Taraneh
Borbor

Dr. Javad
Alipour

Dr. Mohammad Reza
Saeedabadi

Dr. Mohammad
Reza Saeedabadi

Dr. Hesameddin Vaez-Zadeh

Dr. Mahdi
Ahouie

Tahereh
Sharafi

British
Studies

February 6,
2017

Sara Sharifi

French
Studies

February 15,
2017

The Great Britain’s
Approach to European
Union: A Case Study
of David Cameron’s
Stance on Staying or
Leaving the European
Union
Music as an Expression
of National Identity and
Values

Amir
Mohsen
Hadian

British
Studies

February 18,
2017

UK Independence Party:
A Case Study of a Party Dr. Mohammad
Reza Saeedabadi
in Great Britain

Dr. Hesameddin Vaez-Zadeh

Dr. Reza
Bagheri

Mehdi
Khabazian

Palestinian
Studies

February 14,
2017

Israel’s Policies of
Population Growth: An
Investigation

Dr. Javad Sharbaf & Dr. Hossein Rooyvaran

Dr. Haider Al
Bahrani

Dr. Seyed
Hadi Borhani

Dr. Seyed Hadi
Borhani

Dr. Seyed Ahmad Sadat

Dr. Dr. Ezzat
Molla Ebrahimi

Dr. Maryam
Haghroosta

Dr. Jahangir
Karami

Dr. Ali
Feizollahi

Maryam
Jahani

Palestinian
Studies

February 13,
2017

Mohsen
Shahabi
Yeganeh

Latin
American
Studies

January 29,
2017

F a c u l t y

o f

W o r l d

Challenges Derived
from Orthodox Jewish
Attitude toward Women
in Israel
The Right in Latin
America, the Roots,
Causes and Consequences (A Case Study
)of Venezuela

S t u d i e s

Dr. Farideh
Alavi & Dr.
Nahid Shahverdiani

Dr. Rouhollah
Hosseini

U n i v e r s i t y

o f
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PhD Dissertations and MA Theses
Student
Mahnaz
Ghadyani

Field of
Study
Latin
American
Studies

Shadi Fathi

German
Studies

Mehrdad
Halalkhor

North
American
Studies

Hamid
Azimi

German
Studies

Mohammad Parsa
Valipour

Latin
American
Studies

Hamed
Hossein
Mataji
Kojouri
Seyed Amir
Bahador
Hashemi
Parviz
Nematov

Russian
Studies

Defense Date

Thesis Title

Border Disputes in Latin
Dr. Maryam
America and its Impact
Haghroosta
on Regional Security
Muslims’ Life and Integration in Germany (A
January 18,
Dr. Ahmad
Case Study of Immigra2017
Naderi
tion New Wave in the
)Post-Syrian War
Obama and Islamic ReDr. Seyed
January 30,
public of Iran’s SecuritiMohammad
2017
zation Policy
Marandi
Germany and the Policy Dr. Mohammad
January 18,
of Dispatching Arms to
Reza Dousti
2017
the Middle East
Zadeh
US Media Impact on
Latin American Public
January 10,
Dr. Ali FeizolOpinion (Spanish CNN
2017
lahi
and 2015 Argentine
)Presidential Election
Russia’s Security StrateDecember 11,
gy against Terrorism
Dr. Bahram
2016
Amir-Ahmadian
January 29,
2017

Use of Soft Power in
Dr. Bahram
Russian Foreign Policy
Amir-Ahmadian
against the US
Reasons of Putin’s PowDr. Jahangir
er Stability
Karami
British Foreign Policy
toward Iraq’s Kurdistan:
Dr. Hesameddin
A Case of Autonomous
Vaez-Zadeh
Region of Kurdistan
(2005-2015)
Cultural Convergence of
Dr. Ali Akbar
Iran and Egypt
Alikhani

March 5,
2017

Russian
Studies

March 8,
2017

Taher Alibalazadeh

British
Studies

February 26,
2017

Habib
Sasani

Egyptian
Studies

February 26,
2017

Seyed
Erfan Nourbakhsh

Russian
Studies

March 5,
2017

Change in Russia’s
Selling Arms Policy
after 1991

Ghodratollah Shafiei

Russian
Studies

March 5,
2017

Sino–Russian Rivalry
for Dominance in the
Central Asia (after 1991

o f
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Advisor

Referee

Dr. Jahangir
Karami

Dr. Ali
Feizollahi

Dr. Mohammad Reza
Dousti Zadeh

Dr. Aliakbar
Nikoueghbal

Dr. Ebrahim
Mottaghi
Dr. Ahmad
Naderi

Dr. Aliakbar
Nikoueghbal

Dr.Omidbakhsh

Dr. Maryam
Haghroosta

Dr. Jahangir
Karami

Dr. Zhand
Paul Shakibi

Dr. Elaheh
Karimi

Dr.
Motahareh
Hosseini
Dr. Aliakbar
Valizadeh

Dr. Mohammad Reza
Saeedabadi

Dr. Seyed
Rasoul
Mousavi

Dr. Mohammad Reza
Majidi

Dr. Hassan
Ahmadian

Dr. Goudarz
Rashtiani

Dr. Jahangir
Karami

Dr. Aliakbar
Valizadeh

Dr. Jahangir
Karami

Dr. Hamidreza
Azizi

Dr. Mohsen
Shariatinia

Dr. Jahangir
Karami

U n i v e r s i t y
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Kamran
Hoshyar

Field of
Study
Russian
Studies

Kenichi
Tani

Iranian
Studies

February 20,
2017

Iranian

February 14,

Studies

2017

Russian
Studies

February 15,
2017

Student

Zeina Taha

Roghayeh
Ahmadi

Janice Webster

Mahdiyeh
Mottaghi

Iranian
Studies

German
Studies

Defense Date
February 19,
2017

February 13,
2017

February 15,
2017

PhD Dissertations and MA Theses
Thesis Title
Think tank and Russian
Foreign Policy
Social Capital and Religious Rituals in Shi`i:
A Case Study of Jey
District in Tehran
Shiite Ulama between
Political Quietism, Activism and Revolution
The Historical Roots
of the Crimean Crises
and its Effects on the
Russian Domain
An Analysis of the
Perspective of the Islamic Republic of Iran’s
Political Elite about
Iran’s Interaction with
the United States of
America: A Case Study
of Negotiations, Special
Parliamentary Commission into JCPOA (2015)
Energy Policy in Iran:
A Transition from a
Pre-Revolutionary
Rentier

Supervisor

Advisor

Referee

Dr. Motahareh
Hosseini

Dr. Mahmoud
Shouri

Dr. Hamidreza Azizi

Prof. Saied Reza
Ameli

Dr. Mohammad Samiei

Dr. Mohammad Javad
Mohammadi

Dr. Mohammad

Dr. Ali Akbar

Dr. Nasrol-

Shafiei

Alikhani

lah Ebrahimi

Dr. Goudarz
Rashtiani

Dr. Zahra Mohammadi

Dr. Javad
Morshedloo

Dr. Mahdi
Ahouie

Dr. Foad
Izadi & Dr.
Mohammad
Reza Saeedabadi

Dr. Ahmad
Naderi

Dr. Abdolvand

Dr. Mohammad
Reza Dousti
Zadeh

Dr. Hesameddin Vaez-Zadeh

Dr. Reza
Bagheri

State to a Post-Revolutionary Industrial State
Yousef
Asgharzadeh Bonab

British
Studies

February 18,
2017

Tourism with the Global
Dr. Mohammad
Sustainable DevelopReza
Saeedabadi
ment Indicators

Dr. Seyed Hadi
Borhani

Dr. Javad
Sharbaf

Dr. Dehghani

Dr. Adnan Eshkevari

Dr. Yasser
Abdul-Zahra

Dr. Reza
Amiri
Moghaddam

Tahereh
Zadfaraj

Palestinian
Studies

February 15,
2017

Israeli Parties Stance
towards Joint Comprehensive Plan Of Action

Ali Sajed

Iraqi
Studies

February 14,
2017

Iran’s Role in Establishing Stability and Security in Iraq after 2003
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PhD Dissertations and MA Theses
Student
Saied Anvari

Field of
Study
German
Studies

Mohammad Palestinian
Fayazi
Studies

Mojtaba
Torkashvand

French
Studies

F a c u l t y

o f

Defense Date
February 15,
2017

March 1,
2017

February 15,
2017

W o r l d

Thesis Title
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Supervisor

Explanation of Carl
Schmitt’s Theory of
State and his Critique of
the Weimar Republic
A Critical Discourse
Analysis of Benyamin
Netanyahu`s Speeches
on the Islamic Republic of Iran (Van Dijk
Approach)
The Role of France in
Crisis Management of
Ivory Coast 2002-2007

S t u d i e s
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Advisor

Referee

Dr. Younes
Nourbakhsh

Dr. Ahmad
Naderi

Dr. Mohammad
Reza Dousti
Zadeh

Dr. Javad Sharbaf

Dr. Seyed
Ahmad Sadat

Dr. Seyed
Hadi Borhani

Dr. Rouhollah
Hosseini

Dr. Mohammad Reza
Dehshiri

Dr. Seyyed
Mohammad
Tabatabaei
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The New Faculty Members of FWS

The introducing of new faculty members

Dr. Reza Bagheri

Dr. Tarane Borbor

Dr. Hamide Molaei

Dr. Zeinab Ghasemitari

Dr. Hassan Ahmadian

Dr. Hadi Borhani

Dr. Mohammad Soltaninejad
F a c u l t y
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Dr. Reza Bagheri
A New Member in Southern African Studies

Dr. Reza Bagheri was born in Tehran. He finished
his bachelor’s and master degree in Islamic Studies
and Politics in Imam Sadiq University in 2007. Getting a PhD scholarship from Edinburgh University, he
moved to Britain (Scotland) and continued his studies
in one of the most important British universities. Dr.
Bagheri’s thesis was about Scottish Muslims’ life and
titled as ‘Halal Scots; Muslims’ Integration and Social
Identity in Scotland’. In 2015, he graduated and started
his career as a assistant professor at Faculty of World
Studies in Tehran University. His main expertise and
subject areas, based on his political and sociological
background, are as follow: Politics and Government,
Nationalism and National Identity, Culture and Multiculturalism, Religion and Religious Minorities, Ethnicity and Racism, Islamophobia and Social Integration. His teaching experience includes master courses
such as ‘Politics and Government in Southern Africa’,
‘Social and Political Changes in Britain’, ‘Methodology in Social Science’, ‘Sociology’. The following are
some of his publications;
• Bagheri, Reza. (2017) ‘Halal Scots: Muslims’ Social Integration in Scotland’, In: Hopkins, Peter (ed.)
Scotland’s Muslims, Edinburgh: Edinburgh University
Press (upcoming).
Publications (in Farsi)
F a c u l t y

o f

W o r l d

• Bagheri, R. (2016) ‘The Study of First Generation Muslims’ Social Identities in Scotland’, Quarterly
Journal of Political Studies of Islamic World, 4 (4):
1-30.
• Bagheri, R. (2016) ‘A Review of Growth and
Development of Anti-Zionist Movements in Europe’,
Quarterly Journal of Strategic Studies of Islamic
World, 17 (1): 119-144.
• Bagheri, R. (2016) ‘Trust in God’, In: Alikhani
(Ed.) Islamic Political Hikmat; Foundational Concepts, Iranian Institute of Philosophy.
• Bagheri, R. (2016) ‘Contentment and Consent’,
In: Alikhani (Ed.) Islamic Political Hikmat; Foundational Concepts, Iranian Institute of Philosophy.
• Bagheri, R. (2008) ‘Shiah’s Political Fiqe; Merits
and Shortcomings’, in Alikhani, A. (ed.) ‘Methodology of Islamic Political studies’, Tehran: Imam Sadiq
University Press.
Translations (from English to Farsi)
• Moghimi, Sh. And Bagheri, R. (2010) (eds) “University and Globalization”, Tehran: Institute for Cultural and Social Studies.
• Bagheri, R. (2009) “Iliad and Suleiman al-Bustani”
in Nassaj, H. (ed.), “Islam in European Thought”, Tehran: Institute for Cultural and Social Studies.
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