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University of Tehran
The University of Tehran (UT) was founded in 1934. It was one of the first modern universities to be
established in the Middle East and currently ranks amongst the top 300 universities in the world
according to international rankings. As one of the main symbols of Tehran, the university hosts many
important cultural and political events of both national and international significance each year. The
University of Tehran is known as the most prestigious university in Iran, is particularly highly regarded in
the humanities fields, and attracts the best students, lecturers and professors from around the country.
The university has the most comprehensive set of academic libraries in Iran, which in addition to the
nearby National Library of Iran and UT subscriptions to national and international online databases
(including JSTOR, SAGE, Wiley and Taylor & Francis), ensure our students and lecturers have access to the
richest possible selection of academic resources.

Faculty of World Studies
The Faculty of World Studies takes an interdisciplinary approach to area studies by promoting the
theoretical, strategic and applied study of foreign countries. The main mission of the faculty is to foster
expertise, understanding and cooperation from the individual to the institutional level.
The faculty was initiated as the Institute of North American and European studies in 2004, and later
became an independent faculty as its course offerings expanded. It now offers MA and PhD programs in
British Studies, French Studies, Indian Studies, North American Studies, Russian Studies, German Studies,
and offers MA program in German Studies, Latin American Studies, Japanese Studies, Iraqi Studies,
Egyptian Studies, and Palestinian Studies. The Faculty of World Studies has offered an MA program in
Iranian Studies, specifically designed for non-Iranian students, since 2011.
The Faculty of World Studies is the only faculty in Iran that offers Iranian Studies exclusively to and
specifically for international students. It welcomes both long-term students wishing to attain a formal
qualification from the University of Tehran and shorter-term guest students wishing to experience Iran
first-hand during the course of their relevant post-graduate studies outside Iran. In 2018 the faculty
moved a step forward and offered a four-year PhD program in Iranian Studies for both Iranian and nonIranian students.
The main purpose of the Iranian Studies Department is to allow international students to be directly in
touch with their subject of interest and to learn about Iran from a multidisciplinary approach. The
program offers a quality and in-depth educational experience that extends students beyond the
politicized perspective offered by some overseas institutions. The students are introduced to a wide
range of subjects including anthropology, cultural and religious studies, economics, political science and
history as related to Iran.
The courses also provide an exceptional opportunity for students to learn and practice Persian speaking,
listening and reading skills every day, as well as develop an academic writing ability in Persian in the later
stages of the program. First-year MA Iranian Studies modules are taught in English, while students are
enrolled in concurrent Persian language classes. In their second year of studies, students undertake their
course work, essays and exams in Persian.
What truly sets us apart from the other Iranian Studies institutions throughout the world is that our
students gain first-hand experience of living in Iran.
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Message from the Dean of the Faculty
In the name of God
Let me begin by quoting from the magnificent poetry of Abolqasem Ferdowsi about the value of
knowledge and in some ways the philosophy of knowledge. Ferdowsi wrote:
کسی کو به دانش توانگر بود ز گفتار و کردار بهتر بود
A person rich in knowledge

is superior in words or deeds

In fact, the philosophy of every science is to improve our thoughts, words and deeds. Likewise, the main
aim of the Iranian Studies program is to develop understanding, leading to peace and tranquility.
I would like to take this opportunity to welcome international students to the Faculty of World Studies. It
is a source of pride and happiness for our Faculty that the family of World Studies enjoys a multinational
scope and benefits from the presence of students with diverse nationalities in creating a favourable
research environment and fostering shared experiences and intercultural exchange in the Faculty. During
the period of your stay in the Islamic Republic of Iran in general, and at the University of Tehran in
particular, you will have the opportunity to see Iran as it really is and to free yourself from the intellectual
constraints brought about by media representations of Iran. Any distorted understanding is damaging,
but particularly so in relation to large populations, large nations and civilizations dating back several
thousand years.
The advantage of the Iranian Studies program at the Faculty of World Studies, compared to other Iranian
Studies programs in Iran and around the world, is its focus on Iran today. Modern Iran traces its origins to
an ancient civilization and history, and many elements of Iranian thought, civilization, history and cultural
traits have their roots in the near and distant past; however, the intellectual movement and the people
that have taken shape over the past 60 years under the influence of Islamic thought, and brought about
the Islamic Revolution, have certain characteristics distinguishing them both from Iran's own past and
from other social movements around the world.
The learning and research environment at the Faculty of World Studies has a distinctive position, as
shown in seven of its most advantageous features.
The first and perhaps most important feature of the Faculty is its warm and friendly atmosphere, which
has transformed into a family environment comprising professor, staff and student family members who
are kind, serious and professional. Therefore, studying in this environment is accompanied by the
acceptance of responsibility, particular attention to the issues and problems of students and an
accountability for meeting their research needs, and at the same time the development of a mutual
understanding of each other.
The second feature of this faculty is its faculty-student ratio, leading to optimum conditions for students'
scientific and research achievements. While there are different faculty-student ratios—a qualitative and
determinative index—across different universities of Iran, the University of Tehran’s average of 1:22
places it at the top level of universities in the country. Among the faculties of the University of Tehran and
among all the universities in the country, the Faculty of World Studies enjoys the best and lowest ratio of
faculty members to students at 1:<7, which is the ratio of the world's top universities.
Another important feature of the Faculty of World Studies, and another record among the faculties of the
University of Tehran and over the entire country, is the number of international scientific and academic
events held at the Faculty each year. Last year the Faculty exceeded its previous record by holding nearly
200 international, regional and inter-country events in the form of conferences, meetings, workshops and
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international working meetings, maintaining its premier position among university faculties as the most
prolific host of international events.
The fourth feature of the Faculty of World Studies, which sets us another record, is the presence of a
diverse range of foreign students. The Faculty has hosted students from 34 different countries to date. It
should be emphasised that the mere presence of foreign students is not sufficient, but the provision of an
international environment, including appropriate facilities and conditions, is also important. In addition,
the interdisciplinary capacities of the academic staff of the Faculty, and their own international
experiences and education at the top universities of the world, are an important advantage adding to the
diversity of our international environment.
The fifth feature of the Faculty of World Studies I would like to mention is its international standard
facilities. The Faculty is equipped with the technological facilities needed to host international meetings,
including simultaneous translation facilities, technologies to hold classes online, and a room equipped
with rotating cameras (270 degrees), giving participants at any point on the globe access to a shared
classroom. In addition, the Faculty has more than 23 class and seminar spaces fitted with projector
equipment enabling the use of PowerPoint and other benefits of cyberspace. At the same time, our
specialist international research library has more than 30,000 titles in eight of the world's most
important living languages, as well as digital resources numbering to at least 300,000 titles, further
adding to the Faculty’s sought-after, quality status. Other features of the Faculty include its indoor green
spaces and pleasant garden perimeter befitting its international standard.
The sixth unique feature of the Faculty of World Studies is that all country studies are taught in the main
language of that country, and all assignments and theses must be written in the main language of the
relevant field. This particular feature improves the international standing of the Faculty and adds to its
national, regional and global attraction.
The seventh advantageous dimension of the Faculty is its offering of interdisciplinary masters and PhD
courses, supported by faculty members with multidisciplinary teaching capacities. The expertise of the
faculty members in addition to country studies—such as American studies, Russian studies and French
studies—encompasses a variety of disciplines including international relations, political science,
sociology, communications, history, cultural studies, and foreign languages and literature.
Finally, I would like to emphasise that Iranian Studies at the Faculty of World Studies is not limited to
educational and research programs in the library, but also seeks to facilitate students’ travel to different
points of Iran to increase their knowledge of different Iranian ethnicities and geographical locations and
the civilization and culture of Iran, and to provide them with practical knowledge of Iran.
I am confident that your enthusiasm and the assistance of academic members will produce brilliant
results in this course for each one of you, and hope that the outcomes of Iranian Studies will bring about
deeper knowledge and intercultural understanding and lead us to witness the sweet fruit of mutual
understanding, peace and tranquility in the world. As Ferdowsi beholds:
نگر تا نگردی به گرد دروغ
بمان تا بگوید تو تندی مکن
Knowledge is the light of the heart and the soul
Behold this light; search not in the ashes of deception
Once the speaker opens the discussion
Wait and listen; act not in angry haste
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ز دانش بود جان و دل را فروغ
سخنگوی چون بر گشاید سخن

Welcome from the Coordinator
Welcome to the University of Tehran.
Studying at university is one of the most exciting and rewarding things you will ever do. We are delighted
that you have chosen Faculty of World Studies, University of Tehran for this experience.
Here, our aim is to provide a stimulating environment, and a curriculum designed to help you gain the
skills and experience to enable you to fulfill your potential.
We know that most of you can manage most challenges most of the time. If there are times or issues
where you need specific guidance or support, this Handbook will provide a quick guide to services, how
to access them and what to do when things go wrong.
You need to be familiar with the University regulations governing academic and professional life on
campus.
This is your chance to challenge and stretch yourself, to meet people from a wide variety of backgrounds,
countries and cultures and to build the foundations for your success.
Good luck for your future with us.

Fatemeh Rezaei
Iranian Studies Coordinator
Half Fourth Floor, Room 401
Tel: +98 (21) 8863 0999
Fax: +98 (21) 8863 0196
Email: is.fws@ut.ac.ir
Website: https://fws.ut.ac.ir/en/

Office Hours
Saturday
Sunday
Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday

8.00-14.00
8.00-14.00
8.00-14.00
8.00-14.00
8.00-14.00
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Iranian Studies Department

Dr Mohammad Samiei
Head of Iranian Studies Department
Fourth Half Floor, Room 402
Email: m.samiei@ut.ac.ir
Key Interests: politics, the Islamic
Revolution and Shia Studies

Professor Saied Reza Ameli
Email: ssameli@ut.ac.ir
Key interests: communications and
cyberspace

Dr Ebrahim Mohseni
Email: emohseni@gmail.com
Key interests: Economics, Iranian Public
Opinions

Dr Mahdi Ahouie
Email: ahouie@ut.ac.ir
Key interests: International Relations and Politics

Dr Shaho Sabbar
Email: Shaho.sabbar@ut.ac.ir
Key interests: Social Information, Network, Social Media
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Academic Board
Name

Email

Tel

Status

Dr Ali Akbar Alikhani

a.alikhani@ut.ac.ir

61119310

Dr Reza Dehghani
Dr Hasan Ahmadian
Dr Mohammad
Soltaninejad
Dr Hamed Sedghi
Dr Yaser Abdu Al Zahra
Dr Elham Kadkhodaee
Dr Hadi Borhani
Dr Mojtaba Rahmandost
Dr Javad Sharbaf

rdehghani@ut.ac.ir
ahmadian@ut.ac.ir
soltaninejad@ut.ac.ir

61119275
61119264

sedghi@khu.ac.ir
Yaser.ao@gmail.com
kadkhodaee@ut.ac.ir
hadi.borhani@ut.ac.ir
rahmandost@ut.ac.ir
sharbaf@ut.ac.ir

61119281
61119278
61119286

Dr Jahangir Karami

jkarami@ut.ac.ir

61119267

Dr Bahram Amir
Ahmadian
Dr Khodayar Barari
Dr Ehsan Rasouli Nejad
Dr Seyed Hasan Zahraee
Dr Mahdi Sanaei
Dr Elaheh Karimi
Dr Karimi Motahar
Dr Goudarz Rashtiani
Dr Zahra Mohammadi

bahram1329@gmail.com

Head of Department/
Associate Professor
Associate Professor

khbarari@ut.ac.ir
e.rasoulinezhad@ut.ac.ir
hzahraee@ut.ac.ir
msanaei@ut.ac.ir
ekarimi@ut.ac.ir
jkarimi@ut.ac.ir
rashtiani@ut.ac.ir
zahra_mohammadi@ut.ac.ir

Assistant Professor
Assistant Professor
Visiting Professor
Associate Professor
Assistant Professor
Visiting Professor
Assistant Professor
Visiting Professor

Dr Amir Bahram Arab
Ahmadi
Dr Reza Bagheri
Dr Taraneh Borbor

arabahmadi@ut.ac.ir

61119325

rezabagheri82@ut.ac.ir
taranehborbor@ut.ac.ir

61119308
61119326

Dr Younes Shokrkhah

shokrkhah@ut.ac.ir

61119322

Dr Abbas Akhoundi
Dr Mohammadreza
Saied Abadi
Dr Hesamoddin
Vaezzadeh
Dr Hojjatollah Ayoobi
Dr Ruhollah Hosseini
Dr Hadi Dolatabadi
Dr Mohammadreza
Dehshiri
Dr Farideh Alavi
Dr Mohammad Javad

aakhoundi@ut.ac.ir
sabadi@ut.ac.ir

61119273
61119322

Head of Department/
Assistant Professor
Assistant Professor
Associate Professor

hvaez@ut.ac.ir

61119296

Assistant Professor

hayyobi@ut.ac.ir
hosseini_r@ut.ac.ir
hadi.dolatabadi@ut.ac.ir
mohammadreza_dehshiri@yahoo.com

61119223
61119279

Associate Professor
Assistant Professor
Assistant Professor
Associate Professor

falavi@ut.ac.ir
mjmohammadi@ut.ac.ir

61119142
61119278

Associate Professor
Assistant Professor
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61119136
61119271

66495380
61119136

Head of Department/
Associate Professor
Associate Professor
Assistant Professor
Assistant Professor
Visiting Professor
Visiting Professor
Assistant Professor
Assistant Professor
Associate Professor
Associate Professor

Head of Department/
Assistant Professor
Assistant Professor
Assistant Professor

Mohammadi
Dr Mohammad Reza
Dostizadeh
Dr Yunos Nourbakhsh

dostizadeh@ut.ac.ir

61119099

Assistant Professor

ynourbakhsh@ut.ac.ir

61119281

Associate Professor

Dr Seyed Mohammad
Marandi
Dr Foad Izadi
Dr Hasan Hosseini
Dr Mohammad Kazem
Sajjadpour
Dr Saeid Reza Ameli
Dr Zeinab Ghasemi
Dr Mahammad Bagher
Ghahramani
Dr Mohammad Ali
Mousavi
Dr Zohre Kharazmi
Dr Maryam Hagh Roosta

mmarandi@ut.ac.ir

61119218

f.izadi@ut.ac.ir
hahosseini@ut.ac.ir
smksajjad@yahoo.com

61119321
61119277

Head of Department/
Full Professor
Assistant Professor
Assistant Professor
Visiting Professsor

ssameli@ut.ac.ir
ghasemitari@ut.ac.ir
mbgh@ut.ac.ir

61119287
61113411

Full Professor
Assistant Professor
Associate Professor

mamousavi@ut.ac.ir

6119282

Associate Professor

zkharazmi@ut.ac.ir
mroosta@ut.ac.ir

61119326
61119274

Assistant Professor
Associate Professor

Dr Mohammad Reza
Saeidabadi
Dr Amir Hossein
Zekrgoo
Dr Marziar Mozzafari
Dr Heshmatosadat
Moinifar
Dr Sadrodin Moosavi
Dr Hamideh Molaei
Dr Nahid Pourrostami
Dr Ali Golmohammadi

sabadi@ut.ac.ir

61119295

Head of Department/
Associate Professor
Visiting Professor

ahzekrgoo@gmail.com
mmfalarti@ut.ac.ir
hmoinifar@ut.ac.ir

61119261

Assistant Professor
Associate Professor

sadrmoosavi@yahoo.com
hmolaei@ut.ac.ir
prostami@ut.ac.ir
golmohammadi.a@ut.ac.ir

61119262
61119306
61119261

Visiting Professor
Assistant Professor
Assistant Professor
Assistant Professor

Key Responsibilities
Contact
Dr Seyed Saied Reza Ameli
Dr Nahid Pour Rostami
Dr Javad Sharbaf
Dr Amir Bahram Arab
Ahmadi
Dr Fariba Afkari
Mr Afshin Nasimi
Mr Hasan Ghayebi
Mr Alireza Kohankhaki
Mr Emad Arabshahi
Ms Samaneh Shafiee
Ms Nooshin Asgari
Ms Zahra Jalalzade

Department
Dean of the Faculty
Deputy of Research &
Education
Deputy of Finance &
Administration
International Relations
Advisor
Library
Research & Education
Administration
Research
Student Affairs Officer
IT
Dean’s Office
Public & International
Affairs
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Email
ssameli@ut.ac.ir
prostami@ut.ac.ir

Extension
9287
9299

sharbaf@ut.ac.ir

9286

arabahmadi@ut.ac.ir

9325

f.afkari@ut.ac.ir
anasimi@ut.ac.ir
ghayebi@ut.ac.ir
a.kohankhaki@ut.ac.ir
arabshahi@ut.ac.ir
sshafiee@ut.ac.ir
asgarifr@ut.ac.ir
fws@ut.ac.ir

9290
9268
9319
9298
9301
9258
9287
9289

Important Addresses
Faculty of World Studies
North Campus of University of Tehran, between 15th and 16th St., Northern Kargar St.(Amirabad)
Tel: 61119283
1439813119  کدپستی. دانشکده مطالعات جهان، پردیس شمالی دانشگاه تهران، باالتر از خیابان پانزدهم،)خیابان کارگر شمالی (امیرآباد شمالی
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International Office
2nd floor, Main Administration of University of Tehran, 16 Azar St. (before Edward Brown St.)
Tel. 61113261
 اداره پذیرش دانشجویان خارجی، طبقه دوم، سازمان مرکزی دانشگاه تهران، نرسیده به خیابان انقالب، آذر16 خیابان
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Dormitories

Northern Kargar St. (Amirabad), After 15th Street
Mobile: 09372919929 Mr. Meshkin
خوابگاه کوی دانشگاه خیابان کارگر شمالی (امیرآباد شمالی) ،باالتر از خیابان پانزدهم ،کوی دانشگاه تهران
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Northern Kargar St. (Amirabad), 18th street
Tel. 88009010
خوابگاه فاطمیه امیر آباد شمالی ،روبروی خیابان هجدهم
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Before you leave your home
Before you leave your home and travel to the Faculty of World Studies in Tehran, there are a few things
we advise you to arrange such as obtaining important documents you might need, for example for
registration. Have a look at the information and tips found in this section to make sure you do not miss
out anything you might need while staying at Faculty of World Studies.
The documents required for your registration include: Passport; Iranian Visa; your CV; your Diploma (BA,
BS, MA, or MS); Transcripts. You should have both a hard copy and their copies on a CD to be handed in to
International Office.

Accommodation
Student Dorms
The university has several dorms surrounding its campuses, the largest of which are located on North
Kargar Street, close to the Faculty of World Studies. Together, these dormitories host around 10,000
students and extend to over 100 hectares including amenities such as gyms, theatres, restaurants, grocery
and fruit and vegetable shops, counseling centers, libraries and mosques. Please note that the rooms are
only furnished with beds and tables. There are NO mattresses and blankets.
Regular and free buses transport students to and from dorms and the university and between university
campuses.

Accommodation off-campus
It is undoubtedly much cheaper to live in the dorm especially for those who would like to cut their living
expenses. However, there are estate agents available in North Kargar area also called North Amirabad
near the campus for those who prefer to rent an apartment with their friends or by themselves.

Packing
When packing there are a few things we would like to point out to you which might come in handy when
arriving here. Please make sure you have all necessary documents you might need such as the original
copies of all the required documents for registration. The rooms in dorms are furnished with very simple
furniture such as beds, tables and chairs. Therefore, you might need to bring your own pillow, duvet and
sheets if this makes your feel more comfortable or you can buy whatever you need here at reasonable
prices.
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When you arrive Tehran
Let us know when you are arriving! In case of
any problems, delays or emergencies on your
journey get in touch with us and someone will
try and help you.

We strongly recommend you to arrive a few
days before the first day of new semesters.
22nd September 2018

Semester 1

When you arrive try to change some money into
Iranian currency ($50 or $100 would be
sufficient). There is an exchange office inside
IKA on the second floor (departure floor – take
escalators from the arrival hall). The rates are
written on its window or you can ask about the
rates.

2nd February 2018

Semester 2

Semester Dates 2018-19
This Academic Year the Calendar Runs from:
Saturday 22nd Sept 2018 to Wednesday 26th
June 2019

Take an Airport Taxi (yellow color, waiting in
line outside of the exit gate of the arrival hall) to
go to where you are temporarily accommodated.
The Taxi fare is written on the windows of the
taxi kiosks outside of IKA. Usually, taxi drivers
know the addresses. You can give them the
printed address written in both Persian and
English. Paying tips to taxi drivers is not
obligatory in Iran. You may like to pay a tip to
your driver, but don’t be too generous! Usually
50,000 to 100,000 Rials will be more than
enough. Be careful not to be overcharged.

Registration 11th Sept 2018-18th Sept 2018
Classes Start 22nd Sept
Exams 12th -23rd January 2018
*Please check whether you are required to take
exams for your chosen modules

Registration 26th -31st January 2019
Classes Start 2nd February 2019
Exams 15th – 26th June 2019
*Please check whether you are required to take
exams for your chosen modules

Fixed price taxi into town: IR750,000,
depending on vehicle type; rip-offs are unusual
if you use the official taxi queue. Bus to Metro
station: IR75,000, plus IR7000 for Metro ticket
to city center.
There is a reliable driver we approve of who can
come pick you up and transfer to the University
dorm, provided a 48 hour earlier reservation.
Here is his name, mobile number and email:

Mr Zangoei
Mobile: (+98)9126024893
Email: hzangoei@ut.ac.ir
You can CC is.fws@ut.ac.ir to keep us informed.
Upon arrival you might stay at a temporary
room in the University dormitory for a few days
till your own rooms are assigned and allocated.
You will be checked-in by the receptionists of
the dorm (there is a 24-hour reception, so no
worries about the time of your arrival). You can
relax and have some rest in your room.
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Living in Tehran
Living in Tehran is both challenging and appealing. This busy, vibrant, metropolitan city is one of the most
attractive cities in the Middle East, alongside Istanbul, Cairo and Beirut. It might be known for heavy traffic
and air pollution, but the awesome views of the snowy mountain tops of the Alborz range in the north as well
as vast desert landscapes in the south astonish Iranians and foreigners alike. Tehran is a modern capital
serviced by an international and domestic airport, hotels and conference facilities and its residents enjoy
access to cinemas, theatres, sporting clubs, parks, museums, shopping centres and restaurants.
Exploring this fascinating metropolis will transport you on a journey through thousands of years of Iranian
history – from the glittering Golestan Palace and the adjacent Grand Bazaar to the beautiful Azadi Tower.
Then there are the city's many excellent museums and serene gardens. In such places, as well as in
contemporary cafes, traditional teahouses and on the walking trails in the mountains, you can relax and enjoy
all that's good about Tehran.

Language
Although a variety of unofficial languages are spoken, roughly 99% of the population understand and speak
Persian. The majority of people in Tehran identify themselves as Persians.

Climate
Tehran features a cold semi-arid climate with continental climate characteristics and a Mediterranean climate
precipitation pattern.
Tehran's climate is largely defined by its geographic location, with the towering Alborz Mountains to its north
and the country's central desert to the south. It can be generally described as mild in spring and autumn, hot
and dry in summer, and cold and wet in winter.
For 10-Day weather forecast for Tehran please visit: Tehran Weather

Currency
The "RIAL" is the currency of Iran. Although the "TOMAN" is no longer an official unit of Iranian currency,
Iranians commonly express amounts of money and prices of goods in "tomans”. For this purpose, one
"toman" equals 10 rials. Despite this usage, amounts of money and prices of goods are virtually always
written in rials. For example, the sign next to a loaf of bread in a store would state the price in rials, e.g.,
"10,000 rials," even though the clerk, if asked, would say that the bread costs "1,000 tomans."

Electricity
The standard electrical voltage in Iran is 220 volts AC, 50Hz. Travelers may need a transformer for any
appliance or electrical equipment that is not continental EU standard.
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Religion
The majority of Tehranis are officially Twelver Shia Muslims, which has also been the state religion since the
16th-century Safavid conversion. Other religious communities in the city include followers of the Sunni,
various Christian denominations, Judaism, Zoroastrianism.
There are many religious centers scattered around the city, from old to newly-built centers, including
mosques, churches, synagogues, and Zoroastrian fire temples. The city also has a very small third-generation
Indian Sikh community that has a local gurdwara that was visited by the Indian Prime Minister in 2012.

Culture
Ta’arof
At the end of your first taxi trip in Iran, there’s a good chance you’ll ask the driver ‘chand toman’ (how many
tomans?) and he’ll reply ‘ghabeli nadari’. His words mean ‘it’s nothing’, but the taxi driver still expects to get
paid. This is ta’arof, a system of formalised politeness that can seem confusing to outsiders, but is a mode of
social interaction in which everyone knows their place.
Despite the apparent contradictions in the taxi, you’ll soon learn that ta’arof is more about people being
sensitive to the position of others than routine politeness. So for example, an offer of food will be repeatedly
turned down before being accepted. This gives the person making the offer the chance to save face if in reality
they cannot provide a meal (they will stop offering after the second or third time). A good rule is to always
refuse any offer first, but if they continue to insist, do accept. When a shopkeeper, restaurateur or (less often)
a hotel manager refuses payment when asked for a bill, do remember that this is just ta’arof – don’t leave
without paying! If you accept an offer that is in fact ta’arof, the shocked look on the vendor’s face should soon
reveal your error.
Ta’arof also involves showing consideration of others in your physical actions, so try not to sit with your back
to people, and expect to be delayed at doorways as Iranians insist that whoever they’re with goes through the
door first with repeated ‘befarmayid’ (please). Be prepared for small talk at the beginning of any exchange, as
the health of every member of your family is enquired after. Returning this courtesy will be greatly
appreciated. Also be prepared for questions considered personal in the West, such as your salary, marital
status, why you don’t have children and so on. This is quite normal. Steer away from politics or religion unless
your Iranian host broaches the subject first.

Shopping
Tehran has a wide range of shopping centers, and is home to over 60 modern shopping malls. The city has a
number of commercial districts, including those located at Valiasr, Davudie, and Zaferanie. The largest old
bazaars of Tehran are the Grand Bazaar and the Bazaar of Tajrish.
Most of the international branded stores and upper-class shops are located in the northern and western parts
of the city. Tehran's retail business is growing with several newly-built malls and shopping centers.
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Transportation
Private Taxi
If hailing a taxi, yellow and green cars are typically official private taxis. However, many locals use the app
Snapp (https://snapp.ir) to arrange rides with any driver who's part of the service – it works similarly to
Uber, but you will be given a fare estimate when you confirm the ride and can pay in cash.
Alternatively, get your hotel to call a Wireless Taxi, which cost a little more. You could also call the Women’s
Taxi Company, whose green taxis are for female passengers only.
Unless you’re familiar with the going taxi rates, agree to a price before getting in the vehicle. Most drivers
won’t go anywhere for less than IR100,000. Negotiation is encouraged.
To get from southern Tehran to the north takes a minimum of half an hour, much longer in peak hour, when
prices rise accordingly. Sample fares include Imam Khomeini Sq to Valiasr Sq (about IR100,000/150,000 in
off-peak/peak hour), and Imam Khomeini Sq to Tajrish Sq (about IR250,000/500,000). Around town you can
charter a taxi for about IR400,000 an hour.
Shuttle Taxi
Shuttle taxis ply their way down the main thoroughfares between major meydans (squares) and the best way
to use them is to learn the names of the meydans and know which one you want to go to. Meydans such as
Imam Khomeini, Vanak, Valiasr, Tajrish, Arzhantin, Azadi, Ferdowsi, Enghelab, Haft-e Tir, Rah-Ahan and
Imam Hossein are major shuttle-taxi hubs. However, even these may have several ministations for shuttle
taxis heading in different directions. For longer trips you will usually need to change shuttles.
Buses
Tehran has an extensive local bus network, but given buses are segregated by sex, crowded, slow compared
with the Metro, and that there are relatively cheap taxis, few travelers bother. If you do, you’ll find buses run
from roughly 6am to 10pm or 11pm, finishing earlier on Friday and public holidays. Tickets cost slightly more
than nothing and you buy them from ticket booths near bus stops or at bus terminals, and then give them to
the driver when you board the bus. Buses do not show their destinations in English; ask your hotel for route
details or anyone at the bus stop.
Bus Rapid Transport (BRT)
More useful than local buses is the BRT system of rapid buses along 10 routes with dedicated lanes. On most
routes buses depart every two or three minutes (although that still doesn't stop them becoming packed at
peak times). Tickets cost IR7000. Two lines are particularly useful to travellers:
Rah-Ahan (train station) to Tajrish Good for hops along Valiasr up to Tajrish bus station, but the traffic lights
and bus bank ups at major stops mean it’s less than rapid.
Azadi to Tehran Pars Links the centre of town with Azadi Sq in the west and, most usefully, Terminal-e Shargh
(Eastern Bus Terminal) developed a bicycle sharing system that includes 12 hubs in one of Tehran's districts.
To see and download Tehran’s Bus Lines Map visit Hostels in Iran
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Tehran Metro
The best way to get around is Tehran Metro (http://metro.tehran.ir), which has transformed the way the city
moves by cutting journey times by up to an hour on some cross-town trips. At the time of writing this
handbook five lines were complete and another two under construction.
There are two main ways you can pay for tickets. Magnetic tickets cost single/two-trips IR7000/11,0000
between any two stations on the system. Better value and more convenient are stored value cards, which cost
an initial IR50,000 including IR35,000 of travel credit. You can buy these and have them topped up at metro
stations; using them, each trip fare is significantly cheaper.
Stored value cards can also be used on the buses, including BRT services. Be sure to tap in and tap out with
these cards: at some stations, the place to tap out is on the wall not at the ticket barrier – watch what other
passengers do.
Trains start at about 6am (7am on Fridays and holidays) and stop by 11pm. Services are most frequent and
crowded during peak hours (7am to 9am and 4pm to 9pm). The first and last carriages of every service are
for women only, though women are free to travel in any other carriage. Station announcements are in Farsi
only, so keep an eye on the English maps inside the trains.
Line 1 (Red)
Line 1 is the most useful for travellers. It runs between Imam Khomeini International Airport and Tajrish in
the far north. Tajrish is the jumping-off point for Darband, Tochal and the Sa'd Abad and Niyavaran palaces.
Heading south, Line 1 stops at Terminal-e Jonub, Rey and Haram-e Motahar for both the Holy Shrine of Imam
Khomeini and the Behesht-e Zahra martyrs cemetery.
Line 2 (Dark Blue)
Line 2 runs between Tehran (Sadeghieh) in the west – where it connects with Line 5 (Green) to Karaj – and
Farhangsara in the city's east. It connects to Line 1 at Imam Khomeini, and is handy to the Amir Kabir St
cheap hotels (Mellat station).
Line 3 (Light Blue)
Line 3 runs from Azadegan in the southwestern suburbs to the far northeastern suburb of Ghaem. Useful
stops include Rah Ahan for Tehran Train Station; Teatr-e Shahr and Meydan-e Valiasr for central Tehran; and
Nobonyad for Niyavaran Cultural-Historic Complex in the northeast.
Line 4 (Yellow)
Line 4 runs between Mehrabad airport in the west and Shahid Kolahdooz in the southeastern suburbs. It's
also useful as a link between central Tehran and Meydan-e Azadi, for Azadi Tower and Terminal-e Gharb.
Line 5 (Green)
Line 5 is largely above ground and is, in effect, an extension of Line 2. It runs from Tehran (Sadeghieh) to the
west passing via Karaj to Golshahr.
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To see and download Tehran Metro Map Hostels in Iran
Interchange Stations
Darvazeh Shemiran; Lines 2 and 4
Shahid Beheshti; Lines 1 and 3
Darvazeh Dowlat; Lines 1 and 4
Emam Khomeyni; Lines 1 and 2
Theatre-e Shahr; Lines 3 and 4
Shademan; Lines 2 and 4
Sadeghiyeh; Lines 2 and 5
Eram Sabz; Lines 4 and 5
Shahed; Lines 1 and 8
Meydan-e Mohammadiyeh; Lines 1 and 7 (operational on line 1, limited operational on line 7)
Shahid Navvab-e Safavi; Lines 2 and 7 (operational on line 2, limited operational on line 7)
Daneshgah‐e Emam Ali; Lines 2 and 3 (operational on line 2, Under construction on line 3)
Meydan-e Shohada; Lines 4 and 6 (operational on line 4, under construction on line 6)
Imam Hossein ; Lines 2 and 6 (operational on line 2, under construction on line 6)
Haft-e-Tir; Lines 1 and 6 (operational on line 1, under construction on line 6)
Meydan-e Vali Asr; Lines 3 and 6 (operational on line 3, under construction on line 6)
Towhid; Lines 4 and 7 (operational on line 4, under construction on line 7)
Mahdiyeh; Lines 3 and 7 (Operational on Line 3, under construction on line 7)
Airport
Tehran is served by two airports of Mehrabad and Imam Khomeini (IKA). Mehrabad Airport, an old airport in
western Tehran, is mainly used for domestic and charter flights. Imam Khomeini Airport, located 50
kilometres (31 miles) south of the city, handles the main international flights.

Money
As a result of economic sanctions on Iran, it remains difficult to use foreign ATMs credit and debit cards in the
country. Those visiting the country should bring enough cash to get them going in their first month in the
country.
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Overseas cards cannot be used in local ATMs; instead, once your registration is complete and you are
officially a student of University of Tehran, you can open a bank account and receive an Iranian ATM card.
It is recommended you bring Euros also in good condition and in higher denominations. You can exchange
money at the official money-exchange bureaux on Ferdowsi St south of Ferdowsi Sq.

BANKS
Banks that will be able to perform currency exchange include Bank Melli (BMI). Bank Melli can exchange
foreign currency up to 2000 USD or its equivalent on other major currencies for each passport holder and
each companion of the passport holder or up to 2000 Euro for the same purpose per transaction.
Other banks where you might be able to exchange foreign currency include: Bank Mellat, Bank Saderat, Bank
Sepah and Bank Tejarat. Look out for an English-language sign.
Visitors may consider purchasing Iranian traveller’s cheques with their rials while in Iran as they are lighter
than carrying cash and can be exchanged at any bank.

MAH CARD
Mah Card is an Iranian prepaid debit card designed for tourists and temporary visitors. You can instantly add
funds to your card, in your preferred currency and convert it to Iranian Rial (IRR).
Use your MahCard everywhere Shetab Cards are accepted - at hotels, restaurants, grocery stores,
entertainment venues, ATMs and more.
Shetab is the Iranian electronic payment system.
For more information please visit https://www.mahcard.com/

TRANSFERRING MONEY TO IRAN
If for some reason you run out of money in Iran (robbery, loss etc), you will need to seek out a central branch
of Bank Melli with your passport and arrange for a friend back home to make a transfer to that branch of
Bank Melli using its Swift code, your full name and passport details. Bank Melli has branches in London, Hong
Kong, Paris, Moscow, Dubai, Hamburg, Baghdad, Muscat, Baku, Abu Dhabi, Fujairah, Ras-Al-Khaimah and
Sharjah and a number of foreign banks have affiliated agreements with it in such places as Kabul and Bahrain.
Many European, Indian and Japanese banks provide service to Iranian banks including Bank Melli.

MONEY CHANGERS
Changing your money at money changers is quicker than using banks and involves less paperwork. Look out
for English-language signs saying "Exchange" or "Currency". Changing money on the street is not particularly
recommended.

Mobile Sim Cards and Internet
Generally, there are 3 main operators in Iran:




Hamrah-e-Aval (3G, 4G)
Irancell (3G, 4G)
RighTel (3G, 4G)
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We recommend Irancell as the preferred SIM card data provider. This is because Irancell has proven to be the
least problematic for foreigners and they offer the best rates, wide coverage, and easiest signup processes in
English.
You can easily buy a MTN IRANCELL SIM card for USD5 (with 1GB data) at the very first moments you arrive
at Imam Khomeini International Airport or any service provider’s sales office in the city. You can find one
very close to the faculty on Jalal Ale Ahmad conjunction (Island Shop). Internet speed is almost H+, 3G, or 4G.
So you can check your emails, social network accounts, download files etc.
The only thing you need to do is to show your passport.
After activating your SIM Card, you can use internet services easily with high speed.
To online purchase mobile Internet packages please visit:
https://eform.irancell.ir/portal/home/?172776/Online-Purchase-of-Internet-Packages
Note that after one month of arriving Iran, you need to follow a procedure to clear customs duty for your
handset. For further information, contact the program coordinator.

Health
Medical Services
16 Azar Clinic placed in 16 Azar Street is the University of Tehran’s Health care center which provides health
services for UT students and academic members. Therefore, in case of any medical emergency you can go to
clinic with your student ID card and enjoy low cost services.
It is worth mentioning that the quality of care in Tehran’s hospitals is reasonably high by international
standards. Many doctors are Western trained, with English-, French- and German-speakers among them.
Embassies and hotels can recommend a doctor or hospital. Alternatively, Mehrad Hospital and Tehran Clinic
are accessible, clean and reputable.

Food
Subsidized hot meals are available to students for less than a dollar per meal at faculty canteens.
Once the students complete their registration process and receive their Students ID Number they can reserve
their meals on https://ems.ut.ac.ir/fa a week ahead to be able to eat in the Faculty or Dorm.
Those who prefer eating out there are options including traditional restaurants, teahouses, kababis, fast food
and pizza places and hotels restaurants some of which are located in Amirabad area around the Faculty.

Travel Opportunities
Staying in Iran for two years provides Iranian Studies students with an ideal base from which to travel
around Iran during holidays and on weekends. The Faculty of World Studies may arrange a class trip for MA
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students during the first year of their studies, and the faculty’s student support group can help students book
additional trips at affordable rates.

For more information on living in Tehran please visit
https://livingintehran.com/
http://toptenteh.com/shopping-center
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Registration

11-18 September
2018

International Office
Deliver your
documents

University Bank
Pay Tuition Fees

Go Back to International
Office
Faculty of World Studies
1.

Hand in the receipt to be
stamped
Complete registration
process
Receive a username
&password

2.
3.

1.
2.





Deliver a copy of
stamped receipt
Finish registration
process

Department of Education

Guest Students are required
to choose between four and a
maximum of seven from the
modules offered

Students receive a
student ID card

Try to keep all your tuition fees receipts somewhere safe till you graduate.
Try not to lose the username and password to your student account.
Once you complete your registration you need to sign in to https://ems.ut.ac.ir/fa and complete
three forms to be able to access other options.
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Visa Extension
Students enter the country with a one-month valid E-type visa for the first time which needs to be
extended promptly after the registration is complete, otherwise they have to pay a fine for each day
delayed. The process is as below:

On the website
https://ems.ut.ac.ir/fa

Check to see if it has
been signed

Send the request

Go to Vice-President,
Academic Affairs
building
Ground floor
Receive the signed
letter

Go to International Office

Back to International
Office after two weeks
to a month to receive
your passport and
extended visa

Deliver your passport the letter
and the required documents
Receive a photo letter to prove
that you are a UT student

*Second year students are required to start the process a month before their visa expiration.
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Exit Permit
Students need to receive an exit permit to leave the country for any reason. To receive an exit permit,
students need to follow the same procedure as for a visa extension. The only difference is the whole
process takes two weeks, and the students need to start the process two weeks before their exit.

Required Documents
Visa renewal
Four copies of completed residency extension form
Three copies of passport
Three copies of previous residency
Four photos
Exit permit
Two copies of completed exit form
Two copies of passport
Two copies of residency
Two photos

Persian Language
Duration: 2 years
Awarding Institute: Faculty of World Studies and Iranian Association for World Studies
Course Description
The Faculty of World Studies has its own Persian program that aims to develop the language skills
required for the postgraduate courses offered by the faculty. All MA students including guest students
must participate in the Persian program unless their language skills already exceed our advanced level
class.
These interactive and dynamic workshops are facilitated by skilled teachers and supported by a variety of
texts and audio-visual learning tools. Students will develop skills in the four learning areas (reading,
writing, speaking and listening), and throughout their studies will read newspapers, watch films, write
essays and be introduced to Persian handwriting.

Library and Data Base
The Library is dedicated to delivering high quality, efficient information services, which contribute to the
successful learning, teaching and research of the University and the community. To enter the library,
you'll need your university ID card, which doubles as your library card for your time at the university.
The Library has a vast collection of books to support your study. It also gives you access to a large number
of online journals and e-books. The library's resources are extensively focusing on the European
countries, and in particular the United Kingdom, France, Germany, Spain, Russia and Eastern Europe, as
well as India, Japan, Latin American countries and the United States.
There are also resources available in Arabic for students interested in Egypt, Iraq, Palestine and other
countries in the Middle East. It also has over 2500 books only in Turkish (in both Ottoman and Latin
scripts). The main focus of the collection at the FWS library is on history, culture, economy and politics in
different parts of the world.
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Students can join the library at the beginning of each academic year, after enrolment. Each student can
borrow up to 5 books from the FWS library and 2 books through inter-library loans from other faculties
at the university. Students can borrow books for three weeks, and extend further if there are no requests
for the books. Students who fail to return books on time will be fined.
Students who wish to use the online catalogue and database outside of the university premises must fill in
a request form when joining the library.
Graduating students must submit a hard copy and a soft copy of their dissertation or thesis to the FWS
library.

IT Services
When you register with the University you will receive an IT Services username and password. This will
give you access to your UT email account, to log in to the computers on campus and to connect your
laptop, tablet or smartphone to the wi-fi network. Technology is used in all teaching and learning so it is
important that you are well informed and able to use the full range of IT facilities.
For more information contact IT Services:
In person: lower first floor on the east side of the faculty above the library
Telephone: 61119258
Email: sshafiee@ut.ac.ir

Gym
The faculty has its own mini-gym located on the lower ground floor on the west side of the building.
Hours of operation are written on the board outside the gym.

University Regulations and Policy
All undergraduate students are responsible for complying with the rules, regulations, policies, and
procedures contained in this publication as well as those in other official University publications and
announcements which may be issued from time to time.










The total number of Master program credits, including the thesis, is 32. Students may require to
study foundation courses up to 12 credits during the first semester. MA students are required to
study between 8-14 credits per semester (note that each module usually equals two credits).
Students are expected to attend all regularly scheduled classes at the Faculty for which they are
registered. In cases of illness, students are to explain their absences directly to their instructors.
The grades of students who have met the requirements of the instructor in making up their work
shall not be reduced for absence because of illness. Students are not to be penalized for official
off-campus trips.
All international students must maintain an overall attendance record of at least 80% in order to
comply with the Student Attendance Policy. Students who fail to attend a final exam due to
extenuating circumstances may drop the lesson.
Students in a master's program are expected to spend the equivalent of at least two years (four
semesters) in full-time study. Students must maintain continuous registration throughout all
semesters until graduation by keeping up with fee payments.
Students who, for health or other reasons are not able to complete the program in two years are
required to request an extension. A student should discuss the possibility of an extension with his
or her Supervisor. Each request must be accompanied by a completed request for Extension
Form justifying the request for extension. The request will be submitted for approval by the
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Supervisory Committee. Students can only apply for the sixth semester extension in some urgent
situations.
If circumstances arise which prevent students from attending and participating, it may be
appropriate for students to consider deferring their study to resolve the issues that are affecting
attendance and participation. The period of deferment for students is normally up to one
semester. If a student leaves without consent, they are not allowed to continue the program. A
request for deferment has to be delivered before the registration starts and it is subject to
approval by the Supervisory Committee.
Deferment of studies during the first semester is not permitted under any circumstances.
When you start your course at the Faculty of World Studies, you will come across a range of
assessment methods that are designed for you to demonstrate your learning and knowledge as
you progress through each module. Some examples of assessment methods are:
Exams
Essays
Projects
Take-away papers (you are given a number of days to complete them)
It is important that you are aware of your responsibilities regarding assessment and progress.
Students must obtain at least 12/20 to pass a module, otherwise they must retake it. With regard
to the optional modules, students can choose different ones with the consent of their supervisors.
Students’ GPA must be no less than 14/20 in each semester. If a student’s GPA is lower than 14 in
two consecutive semesters, he/ she will not be permitted to continue the program.
Students whose GPA excluding their thesis score is lower than 14 are provided with the
opportunity to retake some of the modules during an additional semester to improve their GPA.
Those who fail to take this opportunity for any reason are not allowed to defend their thesis and
cannot graduate.
Students are expected to choose their thesis topic by the end of the second semester having
consulted with their supervisor. The topic is subject to approval by the Academic Board.
Students can only register for the 4th semester after their thesis proposals have been approved by
the Academic Board.

Student Code of Conduct













Students must dress in accordance with Iran’s regulations.
Students must dress neatly in all academic areas as a measure of students’ dignity.
Students are required to enter the class before professors.
Eating, drinking and chewing gum are forbidden while studying in all educational environments.
Male students are required to have regular haircuts and female students must cover their hair
under a suitable headscarf.
Having abnormal hair styles and hair colors is prohibited.
Wearing sandals and slippers is not allowed in the campus.
Wearing sport clothes in all academic areas, except for dormitories and sport venues, is not
permitted.
Wearing heavy makeup as well as perfumes with strong smells is not permitted.
Students should refrain from talking on their cell phones and using any kind of audio video
devices in all educational venues while studying.
Smoking is forbidden in all areas of the campus.
Any misconduct such as aggressive behavior and harassment is banned in the campus.
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MA Iranian Studies
Duration: 2-3 years
Awarding Institute: University of Tehran
Course Description:
Students will be introduced to issues related to contemporary Iran in subjects such as contemporary
history, Shi`a studies, politics, culture, literature and economics. They will have access to primary
resources that will allow them to pursue their studies in topics of their interest.
Course Structure:
Students will be completing a total of 32 credits of which 10 are core, 16 are optional and 6 credits are
awarded for your dissertation. Students who did another subject in their BA/BSc may be required to do
up to 6 extra foundation modules.
Core Modules:










Research Methodology
International Politics
Principles of Shia Studies
Islamic Revolution of Iran
Theoretical Evolutions in International Relations, Globalization and Regionalism
Politics and Governance in Iran
Contemporary History of Iran
Political Geography of Iran
Iranian Society and Culture

Optional Modules:











Advanced Persian (reading and understanding academic writing)
Iran in Regional & International Organizations
Introduction to Customs of Groups in Iran
Political Economy of Iran
Economy of Energy and Natural Resources
Iran and the Middle East
Iran and the Big Powers
Contemporary Art and Literature in Iran
The Role and Development of Media in Iran
Iranian Studies Seminars

Dissertation
Students will complete their course by submitting a 30,000-35,000 word dissertation on a topic of
interest supervised by one the professors during the last semester. The dissertation can be written in
either Persian or English.
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List of Modules
Research Methodology
Number of Credits: 2
Number of Teaching Hours: 32
Type of Module: CORE
Type of Credits: 1 Theory 1 Practical
Pre-requisites: N/A
Aims and objectives:
This module examines the social phenomena and the difficulties surrounding them. It looks at the
different research methods and theories in humanities and social sciences. The main objective of the
module is to provide students with the right research methods required for carrying out research in
social issues with a focus on contemporary Iran.
Practical Aims:
Students are expected to learn the skills required to carry out a comprehensive research in the field of
humanities and in particular in the field of Iranian Studies. This module is the core to performing
successful research and study during the program and in writing their dissertation.
Syllabus:
Positivism as a theory and method
The linguistic games of Wittgenstein
The critical rationality of Karl Popper
Revolutionary Paradigms of Thomas Cohen
Post-Modern theories and methods
Anthony Giddens’ theory on Structuration
Qualitative and quantitative research methods
How to write an academic article
How to use online data and social media

-

Mode of Assessment (subject to change by the professor):
Class Activity
25%

Mid Term
15%

Final Assessment
No Exam or Practical
Assessment

Project
60%

Resources:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Dhann, Samantha (2001). Referencing the Harvard System. University of Exeter.
Kohn, T (1996) The Structure of Scientific Revolutions, The University of Chicago Press; 3rd
edition.
Popper K (2002) The Logic of Scientific Discovery, Routledge; 2nd edition.
Popper K (2002) Conjectures and Refutations, Routledge; 2nd edition.
Popper K (1996) The Myth of the Framework: in defence of science and rationality, Routledge; New
Ed edition.
Wittgenstein L (1972) On Certainty, Harper Perennial.
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International Politics
Number of Credits: 2
Number of Hours: 32
Type of Module: CORE
Type of Credits: 2 Theory 0 Practical
Pre-requisites: N/A
Aims and objectives:
To learn the principles of international bodies, their functionality and the ability to critically analyze
influential political actions of other countries. Provide an objective understanding of current affairs and
political happenings internationally from the 19th Century until now.
Syllabus:
-

-

-

Introduction, understanding the definitions, characteristics of foreign policy, international
relations, international politics and international relations.
Different levels of international relations: micro, medium, macro
Critical analysis of the international system: the nature of power, the players (governments,
government organizations, non-governmental organizations, multi-national corporations, etc)
and the number of players
Critical analysis of the functions and procedures in the international system: examining the
norms and regulations concerning the politics between countries
Examining the developments of the international system from the Congress of Vienna to World
War I
Examining the developments of the international system from World War I to World War II
Comparative analysis of the international system during the Cold War and Post-Cold War era
Examining the popular theories in international relations: Neo-Realism, Neo-Functionalism, NeoLiberal Institutionalism
Critical analysis of international regimes based on the element of power: focusing on different
interpretations of distribution of power
Critical analysis of international politics based on the element of decision-making
Critical analysis of international regimes: nature, aspects and effects
The different national priorities outlining the foreign policy of countries
Examining the orientations of foreign policy in the international system (alliance & coalition,
impartiality, isolation, non-alignment, retaliation)
Examining national roles in foreign politics
Examining the tools of countries’ foreign policy: diplomatic negotiations, advocacy, reward,
economic coercion, secret missions, military intervention and political influence
Methods of cooperation and collaboration between countries in the international system
(formation of international committees and organizations, contracts and protocols)
Methods of dispute resolution in international affairs: focusing on the roles of the UN and the
states
The transformation of the international order in the globalization era
Review and conclusion

Mode of Assessment (subject to change by the professor):
Class Activity
25%

Mid Term
15%

Final Assessment
60% Written Exam
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Project
-

Resources:

8.

Kenneth N Waltz, Theory of International Politics, New York: McGrow-Hill Humanities/Social
Sciences/ Languages, 1979.

9.

Richard Little, Michael Smith, Perspectives on World Politics, London/ New York: Routledge, 2005.

10. Richard W. Mansbach, Edward Rhodes, Global Politics in a Changing World: a Reader, Boston:
Houghton Mifflin Company, 2005.
11. Bruce Russett, Harvey Starr, David Kinsella, World Politics: The Menu for Chuiee California:
Wadsworth Publishing, 2005.
John T. Rourke, International Politics on the World Stage with Power Web, New York: McGrow Hill
Humanities/ Social Sciences/ Languages, 2006.
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Theoretical Evolutions in International Relations, Globalization and Regionalism
Number of Credits: 2
Number of Hours: 32
Type of Module: CORE
Type of Credits: 2 Theory 0 Practical
Pre-requisites: N/A
Aims and objectives:
Students will learn about the dynamic nature of international relations in the current era considering
globalization, identifying the opportunities and challenges in different regions, examining the global and
regional effects of these challenges, and the keys for developing countries such as Iran to deal with the
negative effects of globalization.
Syllabus:
-

Introduction: the definition of globalization and its different aspects
Globalization is dynamic: subjects and traits
The theories of international relations in a globalized world
Examining the different approaches towards globalization within the international relations
framework
Theoretical interpretation of global policies: examining conflicting ideas
The status of states in the globalization era
The geo-political effects of globalization
Globalization and regional responses
The role of the US in the globalization process
The relation between globalization and the European Union
The effects of globalization on Asia and Eurasia
The Middle East and globalization: challenges and opportunities
The opportunities and challenges facing humanity in the globalization era
The rise of globalism and facing global policies in the twenty-first century
Iran and globalization: examining the effects of globalization and keys to face its negative effects
Review and conclusion
Mode of Assessment (subject to change by the professor):
Class Activity
20%

Mid Term
15%

Final Assessment
50% Written Exam

Project
15%

Resources:
1372

.1

:

.2

1378
3.

Sajal Lahiri, Regionalism and Globalization: Theory and Practice, New York, Taylor & Francis, 2007.

4. Helen Sharmini, Globalisation, Domestic Politics and Regionalism: The ASEAN Free Trade Area,
London/ New York: Routledge, 2003
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Principles of Shi’a Studies
Number of Credits: 2
Number of Hours: 32
Type of Module: CORE
Type of Credits: 2 Theory 0 Practical
Pre-requisites: N/A
Aims and objectives:
Students learn about the Shi’a thought and its history, and also about the different rituals and festivities,
the clergy and specific beliefs of Shi’a and the political approach of Shi’a.
Syllabus:
-

Introduction to the different sects and schools in Islam

-

Revising the history of Shi’a during the lives of the Imams (AS)

-

Examining the event of Karbala and its important role in shaping Shi’a school

-

Revising the occultation of the twelfth Imam (AS) and the history of Shi’a post-occultation

-

Studying the role of the Shi’a scholars in compiling and shaping Shi’a hadiths, fiqh and theology

-

Revising specific Shi’a beliefs and rituals

-

Studying the development of the Shi’a clergy, the Hawza and leadership

-

Studying the role of the Safavids in spreading Shi’ism in Iran

-

Reviewing the different sects of Shi’a and Shi’a geography

-

Studying the rituals and festivities of Shi’a

-

Critical analysis on the development of political approach in Shi’ism

-

Examining the position of the Shi’a in the contemporary world

Mode of Assessment:
Class Activity

Mid Term

Final Assessment

Project

25%

-

50% Written Exam

25%

Resources:
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6.

Aghaie, Kamran, The Martyrs of Karbala: Shi`i Symbols and Rituals in Modern Iran, University of
Washington Press.

7.

Ehteshami, Anoushiravan, The Changing Nature of Shia Politics in the Contemporary Middle East,
Ithaca Press, 2013.

8.

Esposito, John, Islam: The Straight Path, Oxford University Press, 2005.

9.

Fuller, Graham, The Arab Shi'a: The Forgotten Muslims, Palgrave Macmillan, 2001.

10. Garcia, Humberto, Islam and the English Enlightenment, 1670–1840, The Johns Hopkins
University Press.
11. Gleave, Robert, ‘Between Ḥadīth and Fiqh: The "Canonical" Imāmī Collections of Akhbār’, Islamic
Law and Society, Vol. 8, No. 3, 2001, pp. 350-382.
12. Madelung, Wilferd, The succession to Muhammad, Cambridge University Press, 2004.
13. Tabatabai, Mohammad H, Shia, Ansaryan Publications; 8th edition, 2002.
14. Takim, Liyakat, The Heirs of the Prophet: Charisma and Religious Authority in Shi`ite Islam, Albany:
State University of New York, 2006.
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The Islamic Revolution in Iran
Number of Credits: 2
Number of Hours: 32
Type of Module: CORE
Type of Credits: 2 Theory 0 Practical
Pre-requisites: N/A
Aims and objectives:
Students learn about the political, social, cultural and economic reasons behind the Islamic Revolution of
Iran and the reaction in Iran and around the world.
Syllabus:
-

A quick review of the history of Iran from the Constitutional Revolution till the end of the Pahlavi
regime
Examining the development of discourse of the political elite of Iran: from the Constitutional
Revolution to the Islamic Revolution
Examining the economic situation of Iran during the last decade of the Pahlavi regime
Examining the political situation of Iran during the years that led to the revolution
Assessing the cultural and religious situation of the country during the Pahlavis
Revising the social class status and migration to big cities during the last decade of the Pahlavi
regime
Studying Imam Khomeini’s personality and other key personalities that were effective in the
formation of the revolution
Analyzing the course of events leading to the Islamic Revolution
Studying the role of the clergy and leadership in mobilizing the general public
The theories of revolution and the Islamic Revolution of Iran
Analyzing the discourse of the Islamic Revolution (independence, democracy, anti-imperialism)
How the revolution became “Islamic” and the isolation of the other groups
Reviewing the domestic changes in Iran post Islamic Revolution
Analyzing significant events such as hostage crisis, war and its aftermaths for Iran
Reviewing international developments influenced by the Islamic Revolution of Iran
The Islamic Revolution of Iran and its effects on other liberating movements

Mode of Assessment (subject to change by the professor):
Class Activity
25%

Mid Term
25%

Final Assessment
NO Written Exam

Project
50%

Resources:

.1387

.3

.5

.1369
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6.

Abrahamina, Ervand, Iran Between Two Revolutions (Princeton: Princeton University Press,
1983)

7.

Algar, Hamed, Roots of the Islamic Revolution in Iran (Four Lectures), Islamic Pubns Intl, 2001.

8.

Arjomand, Said Amir, The turban for the crown (New York and Oxford: Oxford University Press).

9.

Dabashi, Hamid; Theology of Discontent: The Ideological Foundation of the Islamic Revolution in
Iran; New Brunswick: Transaction Publishers, 2006.

10. Esposito, John (1999). The Islamic Threat: Myth or Reality 3rd Edition. New York: Oxford
University Press.
11. Fuller, Graham E (2003). The Future of Political Islam. Palgrave Macmillan.
12. Kepel, Gilles (2006). Jihad: the Trail of Political Islam. Translated by F. Roberts. I. B. Tauris.
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Politics and Governance in Iran
Number of Credits: 2
Number of Hours: 32
Type of Module: CORE
Type of Credits: 2 Theory 0 Practical
Pre-requisites: N/A
Aims and objectives:
Students learn to analyze the structure of the political system in Iran; the distribution of social and
political power; social status; specific public and governmental scopes; the relationship between the three
branches of government; critical analysis of the political participation focusing on the challenges of a civil
society and the government in the political development process of Iran.
Syllabus:
-

-

Definition of phrases and theoretical discussion (focusing on governance theories and adapting
them to Iran’s conditions)
The course of establishing a modern government in Iran (comparative and historic discussion)
Different stages and the changes in government during the Pahlavi era (regional government,
recess period, bureaucratic authority, authoritarian corporatism, collector government,
conservative liberalism, etc)
Principles of political legitimacy of government in Iran
The structure of the government and the relation between the three major establishments in
Iran (a discussion about the distribution of power and its different levels)
The role of the government in the political and administrative structure of Iran (the formation
process, the role of modern administrative bureaucracy within an authoritarian government)
Structure, characteristics and the function of Parliament in Iran: its role, structural changes and
historical transformation
Structure, role and function of Iran’s judiciary (trying to achieve public justice and the principle
of distribution of power)
The mechanism for distributing political power within the different levels and social strata in
Iran (comparative study of Pahlavi regime vs. Islamic Revolution)
The process of shaping a civil society, means of political participation and the challenges of
political development in Iran: a comparative study
The role of political parties, powerful lobbies, political factions, media and the general scene of
politics in Iran: a comparative and historical study with a pathological approach
The process and structure of decision making in foreign and domestic policy in Iran (pathology
of a bureaucratic system)
The political elite and their influence on the political directions and inclinations of Iran in foreign
and domestic policies
The importance of the roles of the Islamic Republic of Iran and regional organizations, public and
private, in the politics and governance of Iran
Review and conclusion

Mode of Assessment (subject to change by the professor):
Class Activity
25%

Mid Term
15%

Final Assessment
60% Written Exam
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Project
-

Resources:

1372

.2

:
.

:

.4

1381
.1376
6.

.3

:

.5

Abu el Fadl, Khaled (2004). Islam and the Challenge of Democracy, Princeton University Press. Full
text of the book is available online at: http://bostonreview.net/BR28.2/contents.html [accessed
09/01/2008]
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Contemporary History of Iran
Number of Credits: 2
Number of Hours: 32
Type of Module: CORE
Type of Credits: 2 Theory 0 Practical
Pre-requisites: N/A
Aims and objectives:
Students will learn about the course of events that took place in the socio-political history of Iran
specifically the contemporary history from the Qajars until modern-day Iran.
Syllabus:
-

-

Introduction, definitions and theoretical discussion
A brief revision of the socio-political developments that took place in Iran from the Safavids till
the Qajar era
A brief revision of the socio-political developments that took place in Iran during the Qajar era
A brief revision of the socio-political developments that took place in Iran during the 20th
century
A- Political developments in Iran post WWI
B- Political developments in Iran post WWII
Studying the formation of a modern government in Iran: a comparative and historical analysis
A brief revision of political crises in contemporary Iran (uprisings, coups, movements and
revolutions)
Studying the role of domestic, regional and international events on Iran’s political development:
a comparative and historical analysis
Exploring influential factors such as individuals, bureaucracies, national, social and systemic
elements on the decision making process in domestic and foreign policy in Iran
Major groups, factions and political inclinations in Iran (Nationalism, left wing Islamist groups,
etc) before and after the Islamic Revolution
Review and conclusion

Mode of Assessment (subject to change by the professor):
Class Activity
10%

Mid Term
15%

Final Assessment
50% Written Exam

Project
25%

Resources:

1371

:

.2

1364

:

.3

1364
1361

:
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)

:

.4

(

.5

6.

Ervand Abrahamian, A History of Modern Iran, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2008

7.

The Cambridge History of Iran (7 volumes), Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1991.

42

The Political Geography of Iran
Number of Credits: 2
Number of Hours: 32
Type of Module: Optional
Type of Credits: 2 Theory 0 Practical
Pre-requisites: N/A
Aims and objectives:
This module has a humanistic approach towards political geography. The subject of organizing the
political setting of Iran within its geographical aspect is discussed, as it is affected by political processes in
which national and transnational groups take part.
Syllabus:
-

-

Introduction, definition of phrases and theoretical discussion (political geography and its related
theories)
Describing the geographical territories of Iran (introducing the approximate territories, the role
geographical location, topography and climate, etc.)
Analyzing the historical obstacles to Iran’s under-development (presenting a theoretical model
and extracting the obstacles for improvement)
Analyzing the spatial reasons for the decline of national and regional influence and power of Iran
(analyzing the separation of Caucasus, Central Asia and Afghanistan from Iran)
The evolution of governance and political atmosphere in different periods of the history of Iran
Studying the establishment of a modern government in Iran during early 20 th Century (studying
internal and external factors in the formation of the Pahlavi regime)
Geographical analysis of national power focusing on geographical location, the area of different
territories, etc. on the country’s influence
Country study of Iran (evaluating the role socio-cultural elements including existential reason,
political thought and national identity)
A structural and functional analysis of governance in Iran (presenting a theoretical model about
the relationship between the government and the civil society in the development process of
Iran)
Region and political regionalism in Iran (theoretical framework for regionalist inclinations,
regional inequalities, etc.)
How Iran is politically zoned and nationally grouped (theoretical model, historical background,
current structure and the appropriate model)
The challenges of power in Iran (regional, social, cultural and population inequalities, and other
pressures)
Geopolitical analysis of Iran’s global position (Iran’s position in geopolitical models, the current
position of Iran in a changing international system)
Iran’s position in regional and international organizations (records, models, functions, etc.)
analysis of Iran’s geographical issues within its foreign policy
Analyzing Iran’s geopolitical outlook in the 21 st century
Review and conclusion

Mode of Assessment (subject to change by the professor):
Class Activity
10%

Mid Term
15%

Final Assessment
50% Written Exam
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Project
25%

Resources:
.1

1362
1361
.1381
.1372
1381
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.2
.3
.4
.5

Iranian Society and Culture
Number of Credits: 2
Number of Hours: 32
Type of Module: Optional
Type of Credits: 2 Theory 0 Practical
Pre-requisites: N/A
Aims and objectives:
The students learn the social structure of groups, within Iran and also the socio-cultural policies of the
different governments of Iran, civil and cultural identities of each region, the social crises and cultural
developments within Iranian society.
Syllabus:
-

Introduction, definition of terms and theoretical discussion (understanding the cultural
civilization of a society and its elements)
A brief study on the structure of population, community, groups and social status in Iran
Common elements in national identity and cultural heritage of Iranians throughout history
Iran’s cultural identity and its elements (Shiism, Iranian civilization and modernism)
Cultural and political developments in Iran
Studying the cultures, subcultures and regional identities within Iran
Iran’s policy with regards to a multicultural and multilingual country
Studying the different layers of social status in Iran and its socio-political impacts
The impacts of socio-cultural policies of Iran’s governments on regional identities
Regional policies of central governments in Iran and merging and unifying or giving autonomy
The role, impact and the position of religions and faiths on Iranian culture
The political, social and economic influences on Iranian cultural identity
Studying Iranian art in the fields of architecture, calligraphy, handicrafts, textiles, rugs and
carpets and more
Studying the status of public opinion and it developments in Iran pre and post Islamic Revolution
The outlook of culture and society of Iran in the process of globalization: conflict or interaction
between regionalism and globalism
Studying the role of women in socio-political developments in Iran
Review and conclusion

Mode of Assessment (subject to change by the professor):
Class Activity
10%
Resources:

Mid Term
10%

Final Assessment
60% Written Exam

Project
20%
.1

1368

.2

1361
1366
1386
1367
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.3
.4
.5

Professional Language Skills
(Academic Reading and Comprehension)
Number of Credits: 2
Number of Hours: 32
Type of Module: Optional
Type of Credits: 2 Theory 0 Practical
Pre-requisites: N/A
Aims and objectives:
Students learn reading and comprehension skills required for academic texts written in Farsi. This is a
valuable tool in research for students who study Iran as their academic subject of study. Students should
be proficient in comprehending academic texts by the end of this module. This would enable them to uses
primary sources written in Farsi for their projects.
Syllabus:
Different academic texts across different fields will be presented and discussed in class each week.
Mode of Assessment (subject to change by the professor):
Class Activity
45%

Mid Term
15%

Final Assessment
15% Written Exam

46

Project
25%

Iran in Regional and International Organizations
Number of Credits: 2
Number of Hours: 32
Type of Module: Optional
Type of Credits: 2 Theory 0 Practical
Pre-requisites: N/A
Aims and objectives:
Students learn about the history of Iran’s positions on international and regional issues and institutions.
This module entails examining Iran’s multi-dimensional approach in foreign policy, the obstacles and
challenges for regional and international alliances and memberships and also an analysis on Iran’s stance
on major regional and international issues.
Syllabus:
-

Introduction, definition of phrases and theoretical argument
An analysis on Iran’s membership history in regional and international institutes
A critical analysis on the developments of Iran’s stances in international organizations
Examining the multi-dimensional foreign policy of Iran and its challenges
Iran’s positions with regards to the UN and its professional organizations such as UNESCO,
UNCTAD and NATO
Iran’s positions and goals with regards to the non-proliferation treaty members and G7
Iran’s positions on WTO
Iran’s position on World Bank and IF
Iran’s position on NATO and its expansion to the east
Iran’s position on the EU
Iran’s positions and goals with regards to D8 and IIC
Iran’s positions and goals with regards to OPEC
Iran’s positions and goals with regards to ECO
Iran’s positions and goals with regards to CIS and CSCO
Iran’s positions and goals with regards to GCC
Iran’s outlook on multi-dimensional policies and keys for the 21st century
Review and conclusion

Mode of Assessment (subject to change by the professor):
Class Activity
25%

Mid Term
25%

Final Assessment
NO Written Exam

Project
50%

Resources:
1382

.1

:
1381
1386

:
:

.2
.3

.4

1379
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Iranian Subnational Groups and Their Customs
Number of Credits: 2
Number of Hours: 32
Type of Module: Optional
Type of Credits: 2 Theory 0 Practical
Pre-requisites: N/A
Aims and objectives:
The students will learn the features and characteristics of Iranian civilization through the customs and
traditions of the different tribal and national groups of Iran. This will help them to better understand the
personality patterns, individual and community behavior trends and their development through time.
Syllabus:
-

Introduction, definition of terms and phrases, theoretical discussion
Categorical anthropology in tribal and national groups (tribal, lingual, religious and geographical
groups in Iran)
Historical outlook on the evolution of culture in tribal groups within Iran (The geographical
origin and their cultural process of evolution)
Examining the customs and social behavior of Turkish speaking and Shia in Azerbaijan (origin,
interests, culture, elite and literature)
Examining the customs and social behavior of Kurdish speaking and Sunni in Western Iran
(origin, interests, culture, elite and literature)
Examining the customs and social behavior of Arabic speaking and Shia in Khouzestan and
Hormozgan
Examining the customs and social behavior of Balouch speaking and Sunni in Sistan and
Southern Khorasan
Examining the customs and social behavior of Shia people in Sistan and Southern Khorasan
Examining the customs and traditions of subnational groups from the foreign politicians and
visitors points of views
Examining the customs and traditions of subnational groups from the Iranian politicians and
writers points of views
Examining the customs and traditions of subnational group originating from Islam (Eids,
commemorations, commiserations and celebrations)
Examining the customs and traditions of subnational groups originating from ancient Iran
(Nowrooz, Mehregan, Yalda, etc)
Examining transitional rituals and ceremonies in Iranian culture (circumcision, commissioning
ceremony ?, marriage, military service and burial)
Examining the interaction and behavior of subnational groups and foreign visitors (hospitality,
socializing celebrations, etc.)
Personality patterns and social behavior trends of sub-national groups in Iran (a comparative
study)
Revision and conclusion

Mode of Assessment (subject to change by the professor):
Class Activity
25%

Mid Term
25%

Final Assessment
NO Written Exam
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Project
50%

Resources:
.1

علي اكبر علي خاني ،هويت در ايران ،تهران :جهاد دانشگاهي 1383

.2

حميد احمدي ،قوميت و قوم گرايي در ايران ،تهران :نشر ني 1379

.3

حميد احمدي  ،ايران ،هويت  ،مليت ،قوميت ،تهران موسسه تحقيقات علوم انساني 1383

 .4عبدالحسين نصيريان  ،سرزمين و مردم ايران تهران 1363
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Political Economy of Iran
Number of Credits: 2
Number of Hours: 32
Type of Module: Optional
Type of Credits: 2 Theory 0 Practical
Pre-requisites: N/A
Aims and objectives:
Students learn the causes of crises, political movements and their process, the main players influencing
the economy, politics and trade, the different circles and developments in various sectors of Iran’s
political economy at different stages of history, the economic and trade policies of governments; domestic
and foreign, bilateral and multilateral and programs and strategies for economic growth through history,
focusing mainly on post revolution government strategies.
Syllabus:
-

-

-

Introduction, definition of phrases and theoretical discussion
Theoretical discussion on the relationship between a modern government with reforming a
country’s economy and political development
Historical discussion on economic development, economic crises, and trade relations during the
Pahlavi era
The economic history of the Pahlavi government in Iran (authoritarian corporatism, a collector
government, a government with relative independence from the masses)
Examining the crises and economic processes influencing politics, economy and trade in Iran
(Crises of 1929-33, 1973, 1981-88 and economic growth 1989-97)
Economic policies and trade during Reza Shah’s era: monopoly in foreign trade, renewal from the
top, encouraging export, replacing import and extending trade ties with Germany
Economic liberalism during (1941-43): economic independence, expansion of non-oil exports,
replacing imports and extending trade ties with Germany
Economic growth and political underdevelopment (1943-73): industrial growth and land reform,
economic distribution policy, redistribution economic policy, expansion of trade ties with
Europe, the US and Japan
Economic crisis and legitimacy crisis in Iran’s political system (1973-79): populism and rotation
of political economy, free market and political freedom
A brief review on political economy and Iran’s trade ties post-Islamic Revolution: economic
planning institutes, governmental and non-governmental economic institutes
Examining the cycles and development of political economy and Iran trade ties, governmental
economy and social justice policy: limitations in trade relations, privatization of economy,
expansion of trade ties
Examining the share of agriculture, oil and gas industry, mining and services in Iran’s political
economy
Analyzing export and import during Islamic Republic in Iran (non-oil and oil exports, import of
goods and foreign industry and the country’s trade)
Examining the share of foreign countries in Iran’s political economy (investment, loans etc.)
Examining the first, second and third social and economic development plans of the Islamic
Republic
Iran and regional, multi-lateral and international economic organizations (ECCO, OPEC, WTO)
Revision and conclusion
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Mode of Assessment (subject to change by the professor):
Class Activity
40%

Mid Term
10%

Final Assessment
20% Written Exam

Resources:

51

Project
30%

Economy of Energy and Natural Resources in Iran
Number of Credits: 2
Number of Hours: 32
Type of Module: Optional
Type of Credits: 2 Theory 0 Practical
Pre-requisites: N/A
Aims and objectives:
The students learn about storable fluid resources and renewable energy resources such as solar energy,
hydropower, wind energy, fisheries, hydrocarbon, vegetation, mineral underground resources, focusing
on the variety, amount, importance, distribution of land and their functionalities.
Syllabus:
Introduction, definitions and theoretical discussion
Methodology planning and policy making in the energy sector of Iran
Developments in the oil sector in Iran (petroleum products, refining, storage, transport and Oil
exports)
Developments in the natural gas sector in Iran (production, distribution network, usage etc.)
Developments in solid fuels including commercial fuel (coal) and non-commercial fuels
Developments in electrical energy sector (nominal and practical capacity, production, GDP per
capita, transport and distribution)
Developments in the renewable energy sector (hydropower, wind, geothermal, solar and marine
energy)
Developments in the atomic energy sector (emphasizing on the Boushehr energy plant)
Energy and the environment (natural and artificial resources, air pollution, with emphasis on the
effect of fuel emissions on the environment)
Examining the financial resources required for investment in the oil and gas and electricity
sector to reach self-efficiency or borrowing
Examining the geo-political role and position of Iran in energy transit (the Strait of Hormuz, the
Caspian Sea and new transit lines)
Examining the role and attitude of the big powers with regards to Iran’s economy related to
energy and natural resources
Examining the fisheries industry of Iran and its different dimensions
Examining Iran’s mineral resources (metals and non-metal resources such as Uranium, gold,
copper, etc.)
Analyzing the challenges and obstacles for energy economy and problems related to exploitation
of natural resources in Iran
Revision and conclusion

Mode of Assessment (subject to change by the professor):
Class Activity
25%

Mid Term
25%

Final Assessment
NO Written Exam

Resources:

52

Project
50%
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Iran and the Middle-East
Number of Credits: 2
Number of Hours: 32
Type of Module: Optional
Type of Credits: 2 Theory 0 Practical
Pre-requisites: N/A
Aims and objectives:
Examining the political changes and diplomatic developments between Iran and countries of the Middle
East from the fall of the Ottoman Empire to date, this module focuses on events and developments that
took place between Iran and the countries of the Middle-East.
Syllabus:
Introduction, definitions and theoretical discussion
A review of the historical relations between governments in Iran and nations of the South-West
Asia and North Africa region before Islam
The relations of Iranians and nations of the Middle-East during the Islamic period
The relations of Turk and Mughal regimes in Iran and nations of the Middle-East (structure,
characteristics and forms etc.)
Examining relations of Safavid Iran and nations of the Middle-East (structure, characteristics and
forms etc.)
A review of the structure of relations between Iranians and nations of the Middle-East during the
European infiltration and dominance in the region
The general characteristics of the diplomatic relations between Iran and new governments of the
Middle-East between WWI and WWII (Pahlavi era 1300-1320) focusing on relations between
Iran with Iraq and Turkey
The steps towards consolidation of friendly relations between Iran and Turkey (cooperation on
shared border, military, security, etc.)
The national structure and characteristics dominating cooperative relations between Iran and
Saudi Arabia (determining shared sea border, cooperation in the field of oil and gas and political
and military influence on relations between other countries in the Persian Gulf region)
The national structure and characteristics dominating cooperative relations between Iran and
countries of West Middle-Eastern countries
The Islamic Revolutions effects on the Middle-East (Anti-Zionism positions, support for Islamist
movements, objecting the Middle-East peace process, etc.)
Iran and the Middle-East Peace Process
Challenges, obstacles and different issues existing between Iran and the countries of the MiddleEast post-revolution
The outlook for co-operations and extending diplomatic relations between Iran and the MiddleEast in the 21st century
Conclusion and summary
Mode of Assessment (subject to change by the professor):
Class Activity
25%

Mid Term
25%

Final Assessment
NO Written Exam

Resources:

54

Project
50%
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Iran and the World Powers
Number of Credits: 2
Number of Hours: 32
Type of Module: Optional
Type of Credits: 2 Theory 0 Practical
Pre-requisites: N/A
Aims and objectives:
The students learn the position of Iran regarding the world powers (USA, Russia, UK, France, Germany,
China and Japan) and the views of these states regarding the role and position of Iran in the region and
the analysis of mutual interactions and co-operations in the field of politics, economy, culture and
military.
Syllabus:
-

-

Introduction, definitions and theoretical discussion
History of Iran – US ties during the 1st and 2nd Pahlavi period
Iran – US relations during 1979-81
Iran – US relations during the 1st and 2nd Gulf War
Iran – US relations post-cold-war
Iran – Russia (USSR) relations during the 1st and 2nd Pahlavi period
Iran – Russia (USSR) relations post revolution
Iran – Russia relations post-cold-war
Iran – UK relations during the 1st and 2nd Pahlavi period
Iran – UK relations post revolution
Iran – France relations during the 1st and 2nd Pahlavi period
Iran – France relations post revolution
Iran – Germany relations during the 1st and 2nd Pahlavi period
Iran – Germany relations post revolution
Iran – China relations pre and post revolution
Iran – Japan relations pre and post revolution
Conclusion and revision

Mode of Assessment (subject to change by the professor):
Class Activity
25%
Resources:

Mid Term
25%

Final Assessment
NO Written Exam

Project
50%

.6
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Iranian Modern Arts and Literature
Number of Credits: 2
Number of Hours: 32
Type of Module: Optional
Type of Credits: 2 Theory 0 Practical
Pre-requisites: N/A
Aims and objectives:
Students learn about Iran’s contemporary arts and literature, its position and function in the cultural
structure and forming the current cultural identity of Iranians.
Syllabus:
-

-

Introduction to principles and key definitions in arts and literature
History of Iranian literature from ancient times to the 19 th century
Exposure to Western literature and culture and the emergence of new Persian literature (from
Nima till today)
Persian novels (a sociological and aesthetic study of the development of storytelling from
beginning till today)
A brief look at the history of arts in Iran from ancient times to the Islamic period (focus on
architecture, pottery and illuminations)
Modern and contemporary arts in Iran (studying the emergence of modern arts affected by
Western arts and culture)
Traditional arts and modern arts (introduction to Iranian arts such as calligraphy, inlaid
woodcarving, etc. and their exposure or contrast to newer forms of art such as photography,
graphics, etc.)
Cinema and theatre in Iran pre and post revolution
Illustration and sculpture in contemporary Iran
Traditional and modern music in Iran
A historical study of the cultural ties between Iran and the West with regards to contemporary
arts and literature
Analysis of the role and position of arts and literature in the social and cultural structure of
contemporary Iran
Revision and conclusion

Mode of Assessment (subject to change by the professor):
Class Activity
15%

Mid Term
25%

Final Assessment
20% Written Exam

Resources:

57

Project
40%
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The Role and Evolution of Media in Iran
Number of Credits: 2
Number of Hours: 32
Type of Module: Optional
Type of Credits: 2 Theory 0 Practical
Pre-requisites: N/A
Aims and objectives:
Introducing students to the variety of media forms in Iran from the very beginning till today; examining
the effect of media on culture, society and politics of contemporary Iran. This module examines all forms
of media including printed papers and magazines, electronic media such as TV and radio, cinema and
online media.
Syllabus:
-

A brief history of using the radio in Iran from 1940s till today
Various radio stations in Iran
A brief history of cinema in Iran
Introducing the Fajr Film Festival in Iran
The global aspect of Iranian cinema
A brief history of television in Iran
Domestic television channels of Iran
Overseas television channels of Iran
Persian journalism/press in the world
The pioneers of journalism in Iran
Iranian newspapers from 1979 till today
A brief history of the formation of news agencies in Iran
News agencies in Iran
Significant journalism events in Iran from 1836 till today
The issues of press in Iran from 1979 till today
Online media and news agencies in Iran

Mode of Assessment (subject to change by the professor):
Class Activity
25%

Mid Term
25%

Final Assessment
NO Written Exam

Project
50%

Resources:
.1
.2
.3
.4
.5
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Iranian Studies Seminars
Number of Credits: 2
Number of Hours: 64
Type of Module: Optional
Type of Credits: 0 Theory 2 Practical
Pre-requisites: N/A
Aims and objectives:
The aim of this module is to prepare the grounds for students to find their field of interest for further
conducting research and in-depth study of topics related to contemporary Iran. Students will choose a
topic to study and research under the supervision of the lecturer for the duration of one semester. This
topic can be related to the students’ dissertation or any topic that students are interested in pursuing.
Behavioral Aims:
Practicing research skills and practical training in planning and executing research projects with a focus
on the final MA dissertation.
Syllabus:
The topic of research varies for each student based on their field of interest mainly related to multidisciplinary and inter-disciplinary topics in Iranian Studies. Resources and methods of carrying out the
module will be decided by the lecturer/s.
Mode of Assessment (subject to change by the professor):
Class Activity
-

Mid Term
40%

Final Assessment
NO Written Exam
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Project
60%

Dissertation Writing Guidelines, Rules and Regulations
MA students are required to have their dissertation proposal approved by the Department at the
beginning of the 3rd semester. The Department then appoints a supervisor and tutor for each student
based on the proposal, and submits the information to the faculty. In determining a supervisor and tutor,
priority is usually given first to Faculty of World Studies members, then other faculty members from the
university, then faculty members in other universities based in Tehran, and lastly faculty members from
universities outside Tehran. In some occasions the supervisor may be chosen from a foreign university.
Your dissertation/ thesis should have the following components:
1.

Order and arrangement:
Dissertations/ Theses being submitted to the post-graduate office should have the following
categories in this precise order:
Title Page
Referee Panel Approval Form
Persian Abstract (300 words max)
Preface (optional)
Acknowledgement (optional)
Table of Contents (chapters, main titles, references, appendix)
Table of Charts/tables (if applicable)
Table of Figures (if applicable)
Main Text (100-150 pages)
End Notes (if applicable)
References
Article extract
Appendices
Farsi Abstract, if the main text in English (300 words max)
Farsi title Page, , if the main text in English

2.

Writing style:
The thesis writing style should be according to the academic writing styles approved by the
faculty. Students should follow the guidelines provided in the instructions.

3.

Printing and paper:
The thesis must be printed on white A4 paper (21/0 x 29/7 cm). The thesis should be printed
single sided. The font should be consistent throughout the thesis/ dissertation in style and size.
Titles can be formatted differently.

4.

Spacing and margins:
The line spacing should be 1.0 cm in the body of the thesis and 1.5 cm for the abstract. The top
right margin should be 3.5 cm and the margin on the bottom left corner should be 2.5 cm. The
margins should be consistent throughout the thesis/ dissertation. Folded A3 paper can be used to
insert figures and charts that exceed the margins.

5.

Page numbers:
Page numbers before the main text should be written in letters i.e. two, three, four etc. All the
pages of main text beginning with the ‘introduction’ should be numbered. These pages include
figures, charts, tables, references and appendices.
Titles, subtitles, categories and sub-categories should all be numbered accordingly.

6.

Charts and figures:
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All images (photos, figures, charts) and tables should be provided in high quality for printing
purposes. Charts, graphs and images are all sub categories of ‘figures’ and must be numbered
according to appearance on the thesis/ dissertation. For charts in chapter 2, you would use chart
2.1, chart 2.2 etc. and for chapter 3 you would list chart 3.1, chart 3.2 etc. If the figure used in the
text is from a reference, the reference is listed in the title of the figure. Note that all figures and
charts must be referred to in the text.
7.

Footnotes:
If a phrase or word needs further explanation, the explanation or definition can go in a footnote.
In this case the footnote is indicated by the number at the end of the phrase. Footnotes are
numbered in order of appearance throughout the text. Please note that footnotes should not
exceed 3 lines. The font and size of the footnotes can differ from the main text.

8.

Using numbers:
If numbers are used in the text, apart from tables, charts and figures, one to ten are written in
words and numerals are used for numbers larger than ten (e.g. 11). Unlike the decimal point (.)
used in some countries, (/) should be used as a decimal separator. The percentage sign is used
after the number if required (i.e. 45%).

9.

Numeric Units:
The metric system must be used in the thesis/ dissertation. If other units are used, the metric
equivalent must be shown in brackets.

10. Referencing style:
It is required to cite all the sources that have been used for the research in the text of the thesis/
dissertation. The citation system is preferred to be APA, unless another system is approved by
the supervisor. The citation style should be consistent throughout the text regardless of which
style is used.
11. Cover details:
The thesis should have a hard cover (faux leather) approximately 2-3 mm in width.
MA dissertation covers should be RED.
Cover should be about 0.5 cm larger than the paper.
Title on the cover should be embossed in gold.
The binding of the cover should have the logo of the university, title of the thesis/ dissertation,
the name of the author and the year of publication.
12. Printing the thesis/ dissertation:
MA students are required print 3 copies of their dissertation for the faculty.
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MA Dissertation Chart
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FWS ACADEMIC CALENDAR 2018-19

FALL SEMESTER

Month

Week
Registration

November

December

January 2019

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

*Registration starts Tuesday 11 September 2018 & ends on Tuesday 18 September 2018

Week 1

22
Classes
Start

23

24

25

26

27

28

Week 2

29

30

1-Oct
Finalizing
Modules

2
Finalizing
Modules

3
Finalizing
Modules

4

5

Week 3

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

Week 4

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

Week 5

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

Week 6

27

28

29

30
Public
Holiday

31

01-Nov

2

Week 7

3

4

5

6

7
Public
Holiday

8
Public
Holiday

9

Week 8
Week 9

10
17

11
18

12
19

13
20

14
21

15
22

16
23

Week 10

24

25
Public
Holiday

26

27

28

29

30

Week 11

01-Dec

2

3

4

5

6

7

Week 12

8
Evaluation

9
Evaluation

10
Evaluation

11
Evaluation

12
Evaluation

13

14

Week 13

15
Evaluation

16
Evaluation

17
Evaluation

18
Evaluation

19
Evaluation

20

21

Week 14

22
Evaluation

23
Evaluation

24
Evaluation

25
Evaluation

26
Evaluation

27

28

Week 15

29

30

31

01-Jan

2

3

4

Week 16

5

6

7

8

9
Classes End

10

11

Exam 1

12
Exams
Start

13

14

15

16

17

18

Exam 2

19

20

21

22

23
Exams End

24

25

September

October

Saturday
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FWS ACADEMIC CALENDAR 2018-19

SPRING SEMESTER

Month

Week

January

Registration

February

Saturday

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

May

Thursday

Friday

*Registration starts Saturday 26 January 2018 & ends on Thursday 31 January 2018

Week 1

2
Classes
Start

3

Week 2

9
Public
Holiday

10

Week 3

16
Finalizing
Modules

17
Finalizing
Modules

11
Anniversary
of the
Revolution
18
Finalizing
Modules

Week 4

23

24

Week 5

2

3

Week 6

9

Week 7

4

5

6

7

8

12

13

14

15

19

20

21

22

25

26

27

28

01-Mar

4

5

6

7

8

10

11

12

13

15

16

17

18

19

20
Public
Holiday

14
21
New
Years
Day

New Year

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Week 7
Continues

30

31

01-Apr

2
Nature Day

3

4

5

Week 8

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

Week 9

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

Week 10

20

21
Public
Holiday

22

23

24

25

26

Week 11

27

28

29

30

01-May

2

3

Week 12

4
Evaluation

5
Evaluation

6
Evaluation

7
Evaluation

8
Evaluation

9

10

Week 13

11
Evaluation

12
Evaluation

13
Evaluation

14
Evaluation

15
Evaluation

16

17

Week 14

18
Evaluation

19
Evaluation

20
Evaluation

21
Evaluation

22
Evaluation

23

24

Week 15

25

26
Public
Holiday

27

28

29

30

31

Week 16

01-Jun

2

3

4
Public
Holiday

5
Public
Holiday

6

7

__

8

9

10

11

12
Classes
End

13

14

Exam 1

15
Exams
Start

16

17

18

19

20

21

Exam 2

22

23

24

25

26
Exams End

27

28

March

April

Wednesday

June
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Residence Permit Renewal Form
Islamic Republic of Iran
National Police Administration

اداره کل امور اتباع خارجه

DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
درخواست تجدید پروانه اقامت
RESIDENCE PERMIT RENEWAL FORM
Surname

نام خانواد گی

Middle Name

نام وسط

Name

نام

Father’s Name

نام پدر

Date & Place of Birth

تاریخ ومحل تولد

Nationality

تابعیت

)Passport No. (Date &Place of Issue

شماره گذرنامه،تاریخ ومحل صدور

Validity of Passport

تاریخ انقضا اعتبار گذرنامه
شغل دانشجو

Profession

محل کاروتلفن

Place of Work & TelephoneResidential Address & Telephone

آدرس محل سکونت وتلفن

)Number & Expiry Date of Work Permit (of Working

درصورت اشتغال شماره و تاریخ انقضأ (کارت کار)

Have You Changed Your Working Place? No

آیا محل کارخودراتغیر داده اید؟خیر

Tax Clearance No.

شماره گواهی مالیاتی

Particulars of Spouse

مشخصات همسر

Name

نام
نام خانوادگی

Surname

شماره پرونده

File No.

مشخصات فرزندان کمتر از
18سال درصورت همراه
Name
نام

Particulars of Children
)18 (If Accompanied
تاریخ ومحل تولد

نام

& Date
Place of Birth

1
2
3
4
5

Name

تاریخ ومحل تولد

& Date
Place of Birth

6
7
8
9
10
Signature & Date

محل امضأ وتاریخ

For Official Use Only

این قسمت توسط متصدی مسئول تنظیم میشود
 )1تاریخ ورود
مرزآخرین خروج
 )2استناد تجدید پروانه اقامت
 )3پروانه اقامت شماره
تجدید گردید.
 )4مدیر اقامت
مالحظات

مرز ورود

مجوز ورود

ازتاریخ

تاریخ آخرین خروج

بمدت

نام وامضأ متصدی اخذ مدارک
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تاتاریخ
نام وامضأ متصدی تجدید پروانه اقامت

Application form for Exit Visa

اداره کل امور اتباع خارجه

بسمه تعالی
نیروی انتظامی جمهوری اسالمی ایران

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF
IRAN
POLICE

برگ درخواست صدورروایدخروج

Application form for Exit Visa
Surname

نام خانوادگی :

Middle name:

نام وسط:

Name:

نام :

Nationality:

تابعیت :

Passport No(Date &place of issue):

شماره گذرنامه تاریخ ومحل صدور:

Validity of passport(Date of expiry):

تاریخ وانقضای اعتبار گذرنامه:

Occupation :

شغل:

Accompanied by:

تعداد همراهان:
مقصد:

Port of Embarkation:

مرزخروج:

Address of domicile:

آدرس محل سکونت:

?Do you intend to return to lran

آیا قصد مراجعت به ایران رادارید؟

توجه:هرخارجی که بخواهددرایران اقامت نمایدمکلف است ظرف 8روزپس ازورودخودرابرای تحصیل پروانه اقامت به نیروی انتظامی محل
معرفی نماید.
Notice: Every one of alien who intends to reside in lran is required to refer to the Local police within 8
days of his/her arrival and obtain a residence permit.
Signature of applicant :
محل امضاء متقاضی:
Date:

تاریخ:

For official use only.

این قسمت توسط متصدی تنظیم می شود.

شماره پروانه اقامت:
شماره کارت کار(درصورت استغال به کار):

تاریخ وانقضای اعتبار:
تاریخ و انقضای اعتبار:
شماره گواهی مالیاتی:

درجه /نام ونام خانوادگی متصدی صدورروادید.

تاریخ:

امضاء...................
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